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ONALASKA POLICE OFFICER AND LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPUTY STOP A SUICIDE
It was nearing midnight on January 31st when Officer Justin Kingery of the Onalaska Police heard radio traffic on a possible gun call from the Holmen Police Department.  As he was traveling north on Sandlake Rd Officer Kingery spotted a vehicle fitting the description given by Holmen.  By the time Officer Kingery turned around he was unable to catch up to the vehicle. On County Road S Officer Kingery spotted a set of footprints leading away from the roadway. Believing that this could be a suspect from the car he was unable to catch up to Officer Kingery called Deputy Sloan of the La Crosse County Sheriffs Department for back up.  Officer Kingery and Deputy Sloan began to track the footprints into the woods.  As they crested a hill they spotted a man on the slope of the bluff sitting in the snow. The subject stated that he was attempting to kill himself and that he had taken a large number of medications along with alcohol. The subject became combative with the officers.   Kingery attempted to subdue him to no avail and fearing that the subject might injure either himself or one of the officers, Kingery was forced to activate the taser on him.  
Onalaska First Responders, the Onalaska Fire Department and Tri State were called and the subject was transported to a local hospital.

It was later discovered that this incident had no relation to the gun call.

“I am grateful  that I spotted those tracks,” said Officer Kingery, “wrestling someone in the snow is no fun but it is preferable to having to notify a family that their loved one was found deceased in a snowy field. Given the weather and the subject’s condition, I firmly believe that he would not have survived the night.”
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