
Building the Great River Landing

Community Meeting – Wednesday, August 20th at 6pm The City of Onalaska’s Waterfront 
Committee will host a Community 
Meeting as a first in the series of 
public involvement opportunities 
regarding the Onalaska waterfront 
and the Great River Landing.  

From August through October, the 
City will host this Community 
Meeting and a three day Charrette 
or intensive collaborative design 
and planning session (Sept 29 -
Oct 1), culminating in a schematic 
design for Onalaska’s waterfront.  

During the several months that 
follow, the City’s consultant team, 
along with the Waterfront 
Committee, will advance the 
design through preliminary 
engineering and cost estimation.

The Community Meeting agenda 
will cover project background and 
history, the planning and charrette 
process and an inspirational 
waterfront presentation.

For more information: 
www.greatriverlanding.com

Irving Pertzsch Elementary School, 524 Main Street – in the Community Room 
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LAKE ONALASKA
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PROCESS





National Charrette Institute (NCI)



What’s a Design Charrette ?

An inclusive, hands-on process that harnesses the 
talents and energies of citizens and decision 

makers to create a supportable, feasible plan for 
great placemaking. 



What’s a Design Charrette ?
• Runs for multiple consecutive days (3-10)
• Uses a holistic approach: social, environmental,   
engineering, arts, economic feasibility

• Collaborative approach puts many hands on the plan
• Includes discussions, drawings, presentations
• Includes at least 3 community feed back loops
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Why Use a Charrette process?

Methodical, holistic approach 
reduces uncertainty



Multiple feedback loops eliminate 
the common situation:

“its too early to tell, 

we’re not quite sure, 

sorry, too late to change it now.” 

Why Use a Charrette process?



Inclusive, collaborative 
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Design Charrette – Draft Schedule



• Help develop a shared vision by contributing 
your personal and unique perspective.

• Review and comment on work products by 
attending community meetings or posting 
comments on line.

• Bring a friend or family member. 

Waterfront Committee & Community’s Role
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Vision Concept Reality
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