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The meeting of the Administrative & Judiciary Committee of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 6:01 p.m. on Wednesday, January 7, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Harvey Bertrand, Ald. Jack 5 
Pogreba, Ald. Erik Sjolander 6 
 7 
Also Present:  City Clerk Cari Burmaster, Police Chief Jeff Trotnic, Land Use and Development 8 
Director Brea Grace, Mayor Joe Chilsen 9 
 10 
Item 2 - Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 11 
 12 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve the minutes from the previous 13 
meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   14 
 15 
On voice vote, motion carried. 16 
 17 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 18 
 19 
Ald. Pogreba called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that 20 
portion of the meeting. 21 
 22 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 23 
 24 
Administrative  25 
 26 
Item 4– Approval of Operator’s Licenses as listed on report dated January 7, 2015 27 
 28 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Operator’s Licenses as listed on 29 
report dated January 7, 2015. 30 
 31 
On voice vote, motion carried. 32 
 33 
Item 5 – Miscellaneous licensing reporting 34 
 35 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve the two recreational burning 36 
permits as listed on report dated January 7, 2015. 37 
 38 
On voice vote, motion carried. 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
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Judiciary  43 
 44 
Item 1 – Ordinance No. 1490-2015 – to rezone properties located in Section 8 Township 16, 45 
Range 7 in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse County Wisconsin from B-2 Community 46 
Business to M-2 Industrial (Evenson Property) (Third and Final Reading) 47 
 48 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1490-2015 – to 49 
rezone properties located in Section 8 Township 16, Range 7 in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse 50 
County Wisconsin from B-2 Community Business to M-2 Industrial (Evenson Property) (Third 51 
and Final Reading). 52 
 53 
On voice vote, motion carried. 54 
 55 
Item 2– Ordinance No. 1492-2015 – to create Title 10 Chapter 7 of the Onalaska Code of 56 
Ordinances related to Golf Carts (First and Second Reading) 57 
 58 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1492-2015 – to 59 
create Title 10 Chapter 7 of the Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Golf Carts (First and 60 
Second Reading). 61 
 62 
Cari noted that the items in red on the reverse side of the first page of Ordinance No. 1492-2015 63 
are changes, including a better clarification on the registration process. 64 
 65 
Police Chief Trotnic said this ordinance originated with the City Attorney’s office. 66 
 67 
Ald. Pogreba said he believes it is wise to have such an ordinance as there are golf courses 68 
located within the City of Onalaska.  Ald. Pogreba asked Police Chief Trotnic if individuals who 69 
do not go through the registration process will be cited. 70 
 71 
Police Chief Trotnic admitted he does not agree with this ordinance, stating he does not like the 72 
thought of golf carts being able to navigate on the city’s roadways because they are slow-moving 73 
vehicles that are prone to being struck from behind.  However, Police Chief Trotnic also said, 74 
“My understanding from the City Attorney’s office is there’s some confusion on what can be 75 
enforced with a golf cart.  Several months ago we had an OWI out of a golf cart that was 76 
partially driving down a sidewalk and partially down the roadway.  The driver was quite 77 
intoxicated.  It was the opinion of the City Attorney’s office that there is a lack of case law in 78 
this area as it pertains to golf carts.  Absent a city ordinance that legally allows them onto the 79 
roadway, they have made it harder to enforce OWI.  My understanding is without this, we still 80 
really can’t prevent them from being on the roadway.  But with this we can make them safer by 81 
making them have headlights, taillights, turn signals and a slow-moving flag.  Plus, it’s their 82 
opinion that we can also enforce OWIs because we have an ordinance.” 83 
 84 
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Ald. Pogreba stated that while most of the golf carts on which he has ridden do not travel 20 85 
mph, he has seen carts that do exceed 20 mph.  Ald. Pogreba said he favors the slow-moving 86 
vehicle sign. 87 
 88 
Police Chief Trotnic says he is not concerned with individuals exceeding the speed limit while 89 
operating golf carts, but instead is concerned about individuals attempting to reach a reasonable 90 
speed.  Police Chief Trotnic said he believes the ordinance states that headlights and taillights on 91 
golf carts must be seen from 500 feet during nighttime hours. 92 
 93 
Ald. Bertrand asked what impact the $100 fee will have. 94 
 95 
Police Chief Trotnic said he does not foresee a significant number of citizens purchasing permits 96 
to operate golf carts on the roadway.  Police Chief Trotnic said he believes this will be very 97 
similar to permits for electric vehicles, noting there were nearly 50 stickers remaining. 98 
 99 
Cari noted that citizens no longer have to register electric vehicles. 100 
 101 
Police Chief Trotnic said he does not foresee many citizens installing headlights, taillights and 102 
turn signals on golf carts, adding that individuals could operate a golf cart on city streets if they 103 
chose to do so. 104 
 105 
Mayor Chilsen asked if anyone who operates a golf cart on City of Onalaska streets would not be 106 
cited. 107 
 108 
Police Chief Trotnic told Mayor Chilsen he would need to ask City Attorney Sean O’Flaherty for 109 
his opinion. 110 
 111 
Mayor Chilsen asked what will happen when this ordinance is passed. 112 
 113 
Police Chief Trotnic said individuals probably could be cited for obstructing traffic with a golf 114 
cart.  Police Chief Trotnic read the following response to a question he had asked Attorney 115 
Amanda Halderson-Jackson:  “Consequently, while not allowed on sidewalks [golf carts] are 116 
likely legally allowed on public streets as it stands.  This gives the City of Onalaska the ability to 117 
enforce rules with respect to golf carts in the City of Onalaska that can be enforced as we 118 
currently do not have much in the way of ordinances which address golf carts.  While it allows 119 
them in the street, it only does so if they are registered with the city. … Further, it explicitly 120 
prohibits certain activities such as operating under the influence, standing while driving, et 121 
cetera, and it brings them under a penalty schedule.” 122 
 123 
Ald. Pogreba asked if an individual riding a bicycle on city roadways while intoxicated can be 124 
cited. 125 
 126 
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Police Chief Trotnic said he does not want to answer that question because he is unsure he has 127 
the correct answer.  Police Chief Trotnic added he had assumed his department could enforce an 128 
OWI for an individual operating a golf cart.  Police Chief Trotnic suggested asking Sean. 129 
 130 
On voice vote, motion carried. 131 
 132 
Item 3 – Ordinance No. 1494-2015 – to rezone adjacent property located in Section 8 133 
Township 16 North, Range 7 West in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin 134 
from Neighborhood Business (B-1) to Community Business (B-2) (McCormick Property) 135 
(First and Second Reading) 136 
 137 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Ald. Pogreba, to approve Ordinance No. 1494-2015 – to 138 
rezone adjacent property located in Section 8 Township 16 North, Range 7 West in the City of 139 
Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin from Neighborhood Business (B-1) to Community 140 
Business (B-2) (McCormick Property) (First and Second Reading). 141 
 142 
On voice vote, motion carried. 143 
 144 
Adjournment  145 
 146 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Bertrand, to adjourn at 6:15 p.m. 147 
 148 
On voice vote, motion carried. 149 
 150 
 151 
Recorded by: 152 
 153 
Kirk Bey 154 
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