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The meeting of the Administrative & Judiciary Committee of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 4, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Jack Pogreba, Ald. Erik Sjolander 5 
 6 
Also Present:  City Clerk Cari Burmaster, Police Chief Jeff Trotnic, Land Use and Development 7 
Director Brea Grace, Mayor Joe Chilsen, Ald. Bob Muth, and Intern Beau Rath 8 
 9 
Excused Absence:  Ald. Harvey Bertrand 10 
 11 
Item 2 - Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 12 
 13 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Pogreba, to approve the minutes from the previous 14 
meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   15 
 16 
On voice vote, motion carried. 17 
 18 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 19 
 20 
Ald. Pogreba called for anyone wishing to provide public input. 21 
 22 
Bob Muth, Second District Alderperson 23 
317 Spruce Street 24 
Onalaska 25 
 26 
“I’m going over the agenda, and the only item that I saw is Item No. 5 under Judiciary, [which 27 
is] Ordinance No. 1496-2015.  If you look at Subsection 1 of the ordinance, it says, ‘Residential 28 
fences are permitted up to the property lines in residential districts.’  If you go down to 29 
Subsection 3, it says, ‘Property owner shall locate fences so that each side of the fence may be 30 
properly maintained by the owner of the fence while on said owner’s property.’  When I put my 31 
fences up I put up 2 foot so I can maintain that and maintain my fence.  The Chief [Police Chief 32 
Trotnic] can vouch for this – you have neighbors that can’t get along.  The minute they go 33 
around to clean the fence the police get a call saying this guy is trespassing.  I think in a way 34 
those two [subsections] conflict a little bit other than someone getting a ladder, reaching over and 35 
trying to clean the fence from the outside, especially the vinyl fences.  I’m not splitting hairs; I’m 36 
just bringing it to your attention because I have in the past, while working as a police officer, had 37 
complaints that somebody is on my property and they were maintaining their property, but in fact 38 
… Yes, they’re trespassing, but yes, their intent is … It’s just something I wanted you to be 39 
aware of.  Thank you.” 40 
 41 
Ald. Pogreba called three times for anyone else wishing to provide public input and closed that 42 
portion of the meeting. 43 
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 44 
Consideration and possible action on the following items: 45 

 46 
Administrative  47 
 48 
Item 4– Approval of Operator’s Licenses as listed on report dated February 4, 2015 49 
 50 
Cari noted the new list that was distributed this evening contains all the Operator’s Licenses that 51 
have been received. 52 
 53 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Pogreba, to approve Operator’s Licenses as listed on 54 
report dated February 4, 2015. 55 
 56 
On voice vote, motion carried. 57 
 58 
Item 5 – Approval of Change of Agent for Blazin Wings Inc. d/b/a Buffalo Wild Wings, 59 
3132 Market Place, Onalaska to Andrew Waldstein 60 
 61 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Change of Agent for Blazin 62 
Wings Inc. d/b/a Buffalo Wild Wings, 3132 Market Place, Onalaska, to Andrew Waldstein. 63 
 64 
On voice vote, motion carried. 65 
 66 
Item 6 – Approval of Memorial Day Parade Permit for Onalaska American Legion Post 67 
336 for Monday, May 25, 2015 starting at 9:30 a.m. at the American Legion, 731 Sand 68 
Lake Road 69 
 70 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Pogreba, to approve Memorial Day Parade Permit for 71 
Onalaska American Legion Post 336 for Monday, May 25, 2015 starting at 9:30 a.m. at the 72 
American Legion, 731 Sand Lake Road. 73 
 74 
Cari said this is contingent upon receipt of the Certificate of Insurance from Post 336.  Cari noted 75 
that Post 336 has requested this document from the insurance company. 76 
 77 
On voice vote, motion carried. 78 
 79 
Item 7 – Approval for noise variance for Onalaska Community Days on Friday-Saturday, 80 
June 19-20, 2015 until 11:30 p.m. for outdoor entertainment 81 
 82 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve noise variance for Onalaska 83 
Community Days on Friday-Saturday, June 19-20, 2015 until 11:30 p.m. for outdoor 84 
entertainment. 85 
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 86 
Ald. Pogreba asked Police Chief Trotnic if his department had received complaints from citizens 87 
about last year’s event. 88 
 89 
Police Chief Trotnic said his department had not been inundated with complaints, adding that he 90 
believes the area where the outdoor entertainment is held knows what to expect. 91 
 92 
On voice vote, motion carried. 93 
 94 
Item 8 – Approval of amendment to Class B Liquor License for the Onalaska American 95 
Legion Post 336 for Onalaska Community Days, June 19-20, 2015 96 
 97 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve amendment to Class B Liquor 98 
License for the Onalaska American Legion Post 336 for Onalaska Community Days, June 19-20, 99 
2015. 100 
 101 
Cari noted there will be no activities on Sunday, June 21. 102 
 103 
On voice vote, motion carried. 104 
 105 
Item 9 – Miscellaneous licensing reporting 106 
 107 
Motion by Ald. Sjolander, second by Ald. Pogreba, to approve the miscellaneous licensing 108 
report. 109 
 110 
On voice vote, motion carried. 111 
 112 
Judiciary  113 
 114 
Item 1– Ordinance No. 1492-2015 – to create Title 10 Chapter 7 of the Onalaska Code of 115 
Ordinances related to Golf Carts (Third and Final Reading) 116 
 117 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Ordinance No. 1492-2015 – to 118 
create Title 10 Chapter 7 of the Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Golf Carts (Third and 119 
Final Reading). 120 
 121 
On voice vote, motion carried. 122 
 123 
Item 2 – Ordinance No. 1494-2015 – to rezone adjacent property located in Section 8 124 
Township 16 North, Range 7 West in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin 125 
from Neighborhood Business (B-1) to Community Business (B-2) (McCormick Property) 126 
(Third and Final Reading) 127 
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 128 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Ordinance No. 1494-2015 – to 129 
rezone adjacent property located in Section 8 Township 16 North, Range 7 West in the City of 130 
Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin from Neighborhood Business (B-1) to Community 131 
Business (B-2) (McCormick Property) (Third and Final Reading). 132 
 133 
On voice vote, motion carried. 134 
 135 
Item 3 – Ordinance No. 1493-2015 – to amend Title 13 Part 6 Chapter 8 of the City of 136 
Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Variance Appeals to the Zoning Board (First and 137 
Second Reading) 138 
 139 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Ordinance No. 1493-2015 – to 140 
amend Title 13 Part 6 Chapter 8 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Variance 141 
Appeals to the Zoning Board (First and Second Reading). 142 
 143 
On voice vote, motion carried. 144 
 145 
Item 4 – Ordinance No. 1495-2015 – to amend Title 13 Chapter 5 of the City of Onalaska 146 
Code of Ordinances related to Conditional Uses (First and Second Reading) 147 
 148 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Ordinance No. 1495-2015 – to 149 
amend Title 13 Chapter 5 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Conditional 150 
Uses (First and Second Reading). 151 
 152 
Brea said she is requesting that the committee consider suspending the rules for both Item 4 and 153 
Item 5 and allowing the First, Second, Third and Final Reading.  Brea said, “These items pertain 154 
to signs, and so we’ve been working with businesses on temporary signs.  As we’ve been doing 155 
that, we’ve been looking at what our permanent signs are allowing.  We’re trying to have better 156 
allowances for permanent signs so that people are permanently investing in the community and 157 
permanently investing in long-term advertising of their business.  For those reasons, we’re 158 
asking that the approval process of these ordinances be expedited.” 159 
 160 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to suspend the rules and give Ordinance No. 161 
1495-2015 its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 162 
 163 
On voice vote, motion carried. 164 
 165 
Original motion restated: 166 
 167 
To approve Ordinance No. 1495-2015 – to amend Title 13 Chapter 5 of the City of Onalaska 168 
Code of Ordinances related to Conditional Uses (First, Second, Third and Final Reading). 169 
 170 
On voice vote, motion carried. 171 
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 172 
Item 5 – Ordinance No. 1496-2015 – to amend Title 13 Chapter 6 of the City of Onalaska 173 
Code of Ordinances related to Accessory Uses and Miscellaneous Standards (First and 174 
Second Reading) 175 
 176 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to approve Ordinance No. 1496-2015 – to 177 
amend Title 13 Chapter 6 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Accessory Uses 178 
and Miscellaneous Standards (First and Second Reading). 179 
 180 
Brea noted that Ordinance No. 1496-2015 is tied to Ordinance No. 1495-2015 and said both 181 
ordinances relate to signs.  Brea asked that the rules be suspended and Ordinance No. 1496-2015 182 
be given its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 183 
 184 
Ald. Pogreba noted that one version of Ordinance No. 1496-2015 is included in committee 185 
members’ packets, and another version includes notices regarding changes.  Ald. Pogreba asked 186 
if the copy of Ordinance No. 1496-2015 included in committee members’ packets is Version No. 187 
1. 188 
 189 
Cari said the version in committee members’ packets is the version that had been presented.  190 
However, when the ordinance went before the Plan Commission there had been a discussion 191 
regarding changing Section 13-6-21(11)(b)(1).  Cari noted there are two different versions of this 192 
particular section, adding that Brea had addressed this in detail in a memo she had prepared for 193 
the committee.  The two versions read as follows: 194 
 195 

• Version 1:  (1) Home Occupation Signage.  Reserved for future use. 196 
• Version 2:  (1) Home Occupation Signage.  One (1) sign per premise, not exceeding 197 

three (3) square feet in area, stating only the name and business or profession of the 198 
occupant.  Sign shall be a permanent sign and not be illuminated. 199 

 200 
Brea explained that the Plan Commission at its January 27 meeting had made a motion for 201 
Version 1 to state this was reserved for future use.  Brea said this deletes the existing square 202 
footage on home occupation signage.  Brea said this had not been the Plan Commission’s 203 
intention and that after examining the meeting minutes and consulting with City Attorney Sean 204 
O’Flaherty, Sean suggested presenting Version 2, which is what the Plan Commission’s intent is.  205 
Version 2 retains the former language that keeps home occupation signage at 3 square feet.  Brea 206 
said it is the Plan Commission’s intent to have Version 2 as the version that moves forward. 207 
 208 
In response to a question by Ald. Pogreba, Brea said current city ordinances state home 209 
occupation signage may not exceed 3 square feet in area.  Brea said staff had considered 210 
increasing the maximum size to 24 square feet, but she also noted there had been discussion at 211 
the Plan Commission meeting about 24 square feet being too large.  Brea said the Plan 212 
Commission decided to advance the changes in the rest of the ordinance, keep home occupation 213 
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signage at 3 square feet.  Brea added that the Plan Commission will revisit home occupation 214 
signage in the future. 215 
 216 
Cari said, “By adopting Version 2 you would be leaving that particular section of the ordinance 217 
exactly as it is in the ordinances today.” 218 
 219 
Ald. Pogreba noted that the version of Ordinance No. 1496-2015 included in committee 220 
members’ packets states home occupation signage would not exceed 24 square feet in area. 221 
 222 
Cari said this is the version of the ordinance that had been presented at the January 27 Plan 223 
Commission meeting. 224 
 225 
Brea said that while Version 1 was the version that had passed at the Plan Commission, its 226 
members’ intent had been to keep the existing language. 227 
 228 
Ald. Pogreba noted the motion on the floor is according to the copy of Ordinance No. 1496-2015 229 
included in committee members’ packets.  Ald. Pogreba said the committee must amend its 230 
motion to approve Version 2 and stated he agrees that 24 square feet is too large for home 231 
occupation signage. 232 
 233 
Cari said she believes it is the Plan Commission’s intention to continue working on home 234 
occupation signage and bringing something back at a later date. 235 
 236 
Ald. Pogreba said he believes allowing signage that does not exceed 6 square feet would be 237 
logical, adding he also believes signage that either is 12 or 24 square feet is too large for a 238 
residential area. 239 
 240 
Ald. Sjolander asked if there are home businesses that will not be in compliance after the change 241 
has been made. 242 
 243 
Brea said she is not aware of any, noting the city currently does not allow home occupation 244 
signage greater than 3 square feet. 245 
 246 
Ald. Pogreba asked if signage for construction companies will be affected by the change. 247 
 248 
Brea said no, pointing out that temporary signage is addressed in a different section of the code. 249 
 250 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to amend the original motion to include 251 
Version 2 of Ordinance No. 1496-2015 with the updated changes. 252 
 253 
Ald. Pogreba said he had had the same response as Ald. Muth regarding fence maintenance.  254 
Ald. Pogreba noted he has a vinyl fence in his backyard and said it is easy for the property owner 255 
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on the rear side to maintain it.  Ald. Pogreba said he has seen fences in the city that are not 256 
maintained on the opposite property owner’s side.  Ald. Pogreba asked if it would be possible to 257 
require that when fences are installed that there is a gate and at least an 18-inch path where a 258 
property owner can walk and paint the opposite side of the fence. 259 
 260 
Brea said the city currently does not require fence permits and noted that a fence may be placed 261 
on a property line and must be maintained by the owner on the owner’s property.  Brea said staff 262 
tells citizens who call to inquire about fencing that they should set it back a minimum of 6 263 
inches, but set it back farther if there are questions regarding the location of the property line.  264 
Brea said staff has recently created an informational brochure about fences.  This brochure lists 265 
regulations and encourages citizens to set back fences farther.  Brea said, “If people are not 266 
maintaining the neighbor’s side of the fence, that’s something we would address through 267 
enforcement purposes.  Also, the more decorative side is the side that’s required to be facing the 268 
neighbors.  There have been a couple of instances this last year where we’ve gone out and 269 
worked with property owners and had them change the fencing.” 270 
 271 
Ald. Sjolander said, “They’re not required to have a permit to put a fence up, so they put a fence 272 
up right along the property line and thus, there are issues between neighbors.  By then, it’s too 273 
late.  They’d almost be recommended to have that as a thought.” 274 
 275 
Ald. Pogreba referred to a past discussion regarding fence height and fences built on top of a 276 
retaining wall and asked, “How far away from that retaining wall is it independent from the 277 
retaining wall being supported up that you can put a 6-foot fence on?”  Ald. Pogreba referred to 278 
the homes along East Main Street, where there is an 8-foot retaining wall, and cited the example 279 
of a homeowner along the street who would only be allowed to put up a 6-inch fence.  Ald. 280 
Pogreba said this is independent support and asked, “Is it because it’s a foot away from the 281 
retaining wall?  Is that described in here?  Is it just because it’s not anchored to the retaining wall 282 
at the top brick?” 283 
 284 
Brea said the ordinance amendment attempts to address this, stating, “Because the retaining wall 285 
is a different structure than the fence on top of it, it doesn’t have the same support posts.  That 8-286 
foot retaining wall is probably tied back into the soils along the way, whereas the fence is going 287 
to have a different vertical support system than the retaining wall.  That’s where we’ll measure 288 
the fence.  The proposed ordinance change is, if the existing fence and the retaining wall have 289 
independent vertical support systems, then they may be measured separately.  The point that’s 290 
changing in the ordinance was that we’re identifying that the fence height will be measured from 291 
a point from ground elevation to the top of the fence at the site of installation.” 292 
 293 
Ald. Sjolander pointed out that while a homeowner might have a good relationship with a 294 
neighbor, this neighbor could move and the relationship with the new neighbor might not be so 295 
harmonious.  As a result, the homeowner might not have access to his fence without 296 
encountering challenges.  Ald. Sjolander suggested this is a topic that perhaps should be 297 
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discussed at a later date. 298 
 299 
Ald. Pogreba said he has seen instances where both sides of a fence are in a state of disrepair. 300 
 301 
Brea said this is an enforcement issue. 302 
 303 
Ald. Muth noted there are fences located on the property line and homeowners must trim the 304 
grass on the opposite side of the fence.  Ald. Muth said that while most neighbors have good 305 
relations and the area by the fence is maintained, he cited the example of a property owner who 306 
wishes to build a fence on the property line.  As a result, there would be two fences up against 307 
each other. 308 
 309 
Ald. Pogreba said that while the ordinance reads that the fence will be maintained, the area 310 
around the fence also should be landscaped. 311 
 312 
Brea said there are areas in the code that state the lawn must be maintained. 313 
 314 
Vote on the amendment: 315 
 316 
On voice vote, motion carried. 317 
 318 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to suspend the rules and give Ordinance No. 319 
1496-2015 its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 320 
 321 
On voice vote, motion carried. 322 
 323 
Original motion restated: 324 
 325 
To approve Ordinance No. 1496-2015 – to amend Title 13 Chapter 6 of the City of Onalaska 326 
Code of Ordinances related to Accessory Uses and Miscellaneous Standards, including Version 2 327 
(First, Second, Third and Final Reading). 328 
 329 
On voice vote, motion carried. 330 
 331 
Adjournment  332 
 333 
Motion by Ald. Pogreba, second by Ald. Sjolander, to adjourn at 6:24 p.m. 334 
 335 
On voice vote, motion carried. 336 
 337 
 338 
Recorded by: 339 
 340 
Kirk Bey 341 
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