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The meeting of the Administrative & Judiciary Committee of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 5, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Harvey Bertrand, Ald. Barry 5 
Blomquist 6 
 7 
Also Present:  City Clerk Cari Burmaster, Ald. Bob Muth, City Engineer Jarrod Holter, Library 8 
Director Chris McArdle Rojo 9 
 10 
Excused Absence:  Ald. Jim Binash 11 
 12 
Item 2 – Amend and approval of minutes from the previous meeting 13 
 14 
The following correction should be made to the June 3, 2015 Administrative and Judiciary 15 
Committee meeting minutes: 16 
 17 
Item 10 should be:  Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Binash, to approve a request for 18 
burial of ashes of Marybelle M. Peterson with full body burial of Jane E. Peterson in Block 84, 19 
Lot 2, Grave 5, and not Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Binash, to approve a request 20 
for burial of ashes of Steven K. Peterson with full body burial of Jane E. Peterson in Block 112, 21 
Lot 7, Grave 5. 22 
 23 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve the amended minutes from the 24 
June 3, 2015 meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   25 
 26 
On voice vote, motion carried. 27 
 28 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 29 
 30 
Ald. Bertrand called for anyone wishing to provide public input. 31 
 32 
Bob Muth, Second District Alderperson 33 
317 Spruce Street 34 
Onalaska 35 
 36 
“Under Judiciary, Item No. 2, [which is] Ordinance No. 1504-2015, is this new ordinance in any 37 
way going to affect the coalition if there is a coalition with the City of La Crosse for tourism?  38 
Would we have to come back and re-amend everything?  Or would this still fit?  That’s just a 39 
question you can probably answer when the issue comes up.  On Item 3, [which is] Ordinance 40 
No. 1507-2015, the no parking indicated on 3rd Avenue North on the west side, have we 41 
contacted the businesses?  I’m not sure if Del’s Auto [owner] Todd Delagrave is going to like 42 
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that idea that he won’t be able to park some of his vehicles along that section.  I just wonder if 43 
the businesses have been notified so they are aware that this is a proposal.  The final thing I 44 
wanted to bring up is Item No. 4 [Ordinance No. 1508-2015].  You don’t see it the way it’s 45 
written, but I’m the Chairman of the Stop Sign [Evaluation] Committee, and tonight is the first 46 
reading of this.  I would ask the committee to waive the rules and [give] it [its] First, Second and 47 
Third Reading.  This is a stop sign on 8th Avenue North at Redwood.  The more I go by there the 48 
more I think we need to change the yield sign to the stop sign.  The [Stop Sign Evaluation] 49 
Committee was unanimous on this change.  There are a lot of ballgames on that corner, a ton of 50 
people and a ton of kids.  There’s a blind spot if you’re going east on Redwood.  It’s a dangerous 51 
intersection.  It was asked to have a stop sign.  The Chief [Police Chief Jeff Trotnic], Jarrod and I 52 
all agree that a stop sign is really needed there rather than a yield sign, so if we could move this 53 
along quicker I would appreciate it because driving by there last night, cars are parked right up to 54 
the corner and it’s asking for disaster.  I really would hope that we could waive the rules and get 55 
the First, Second and Third Reading on that.  Thank you.” 56 
 57 
Ald. Bertrand called three times for anyone else wishing to provide public input and closed that 58 
portion of the meeting. 59 
 60 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 61 
 62 
Administrative  63 
 64 
Item 4 – Approval of Operator’s Licenses as listed on report dated August 5, 2015 65 
 66 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve Operator’s Licenses as listed on 67 
report dated August 5, 2015. 68 
 69 
On voice vote, motion carried. 70 
 71 
Item 5 – Approval of Class “B” Picnic License for La Crosse County Library/Onalaska 72 
Branch for Wine Tasting Event on September 13, 2015 for the Leave A Legacy Fundraiser 73 
 74 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve Class “B” Picnic License for La 75 
Crosse County Library/Onalaska Branch for Wine Tasting Event on September 13, 2015 for the 76 
Leave A Legacy Fundraiser. 77 
 78 
Ald. Bertrand asked what types of beverages are allowed to be served. 79 
 80 
Cari said a Class “B” Picnic License is allowable to serve malt beverages, meaning beer or wine.  81 
Cari said there is the option to serve one, the other or both.  It is not possible to serve hard liquor.  82 
Cari noted this is an annual event and asked Chris how many years the library has held it. 83 
 84 
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Chris said this the fifth year of the event. 85 
 86 
On voice vote, motion carried. 87 
 88 
Item 6 – Miscellaneous licensing reporting 89 
 90 
Cari noted she had distributed a handout listing recreational burning permits.  Cari also noted 91 
there are two block party licenses. 92 
 93 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve the miscellaneous licensing 94 
reporting. 95 
 96 
On voice vote, motion carried. 97 
 98 
Judiciary  99 
 100 
Item 1 – Ordinance No. 1500-2015 – to amend Title 13 Chapter 5 of the City of Onalaska 101 
Code of Ordinances related to Public and Semipublic Conditional Uses (Third and Final 102 
Reading) 103 
 104 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1500-2015 – to 105 
amend Title 13 Chapter 5 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Public and 106 
Semipublic Conditional Uses (Third and Final Reading). 107 
 108 
On voice vote, motion carried. 109 
 110 
Item 2 – Ordinance No. 1504-2015 – to amend Chapter 4 of Title 2, Section 7 of the City of 111 
Onalaska Code of Ordinances relating to the Tourism Commission (Third and Final 112 
Reading) 113 
 114 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1504-2015 – to 115 
amend Chapter 4 of Title 2, Section 7 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances relating to the 116 
Tourism Commission (Third and Final Reading). 117 
 118 
Cari noted the changes made to Ordinance No. 1504-2015 will match State of Wisconsin 119 
Statutes.  Cari said City Attorney Sean O’Flaherty had recommended making changes to reflect 120 
the state statutes and stated, “If we were changing the structure of the Tourism Commission 121 
because of the collaboration very soon we would probably wait.  But not knowing if that’s going 122 
to happen [or] when that’s going to happen, we felt it was better to go ahead with this and do the 123 
changes so we would be following state statutes.  We might have to do further changes if that 124 
would happen at the point in time when it would.  I would feel more comfortable if we changed 125 
it now even if that would happen because we just don’t have a firm date on when it’s going to 126 
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happen or if it’s going to happen.  If it never ends up going through we’d like to make sure we’re 127 
still in compliance.” 128 
 129 
Ald. Bertrand asked if this was a recent change. 130 
 131 
Cari said the membership structure was changed, noting the change describes the Tourism 132 
Commission’s members and where they come from. 133 
 134 
On voice vote, motion carried. 135 
 136 
Item 3 – Ordinance No. 1507-2015 – to amend Title 10, Chapter 1 of the City of Onalaska 137 
Code of Ordinances related to Parking Restrictions (First and Second Reading) 138 
 139 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1507-2015 – to 140 
amend Title 10, Chapter 1 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Parking 141 
Restrictions (First and Second Reading). 142 
 143 
Jarrod noted there is one “cleanup” item, which restricts parking on 3rd Avenue North.  Jarrod 144 
noted that while this has been signed for a number of years, he was unable to locate it in the 145 
ordinance.  Jarrod said Del’s Auto had requested this years ago because its employees were 146 
having difficulties maneuvering boats into the driveways.  Jarrod noted there are two large 147 
driveways and said there was a section where an individual was parking between the driveways.  148 
Jarrod also noted the other two sections of the ordinance change are for the no parking as part of 149 
the bicycle facilities that were installed on 3rd Avenue South. 150 
 151 
Ald. Blomquist asked Jarrod if he believes Todd Delagrave will agree to the ordinance changes. 152 
 153 
Jarrod said yes and noted that Todd had requested the changes.  Jarrod also promised to speak 154 
with Todd prior to the August 11 Common Council meeting. 155 
 156 
Cari noted that no parking areas typically go before the Board of Public Works first.  This allows 157 
the public to provide input before the city implements an ordinance.  Cari said this would not be 158 
the first notice about the no parking. 159 
 160 
On voice vote, motion carried. 161 
 162 
Item 4 – Ordinance No. 1508-2015 – to amend Title 10, Chapter 1 of the City of Onalaska 163 
Code of Ordinances related to Controlled Intersections (First and Second Reading) 164 
 165 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to suspend the rules and give Ordinance 166 
No. 1508-2015 its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 167 
 168 
On voice vote, motion carried. 169 
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 170 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve Ordinance No. 1508-2015 – to 171 
amend Title 10, Chapter 1 of the City of Onalaska Code of Ordinances related to Controlled 172 
Intersections (First, Second, Third and Final Reading). 173 
 174 
Jarrod said he concurs with Ald. Muth’s earlier statements. 175 
 176 
On voice vote, motion carried. 177 
 178 
Adjournment  179 
 180 
Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Ald. Bertrand, to adjourn at 6:13 p.m. 181 
 182 
On voice vote, motion carried. 183 
 184 
 185 
Recorded by: 186 
 187 
Kirk Bey 188 
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