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The Meeting of the Board of Public Works of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 6:35 1 

p.m. on Tuesday, June 7, 2016.  It was noted that the meeting had been announced and a notice 2 

posted at City Hall. 3 

 4 

Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Jim Bialecki, Ald. Barry 5 

Blomquist, Financial Services Director/Treasurer Fred Buehler, City Engineer Jarrod Holter, 6 

Mayor Joe Chilsen 7 

 8 

Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 9 

 10 

Motion by Ald. Blomquist, second by Mayor Chilsen, to approve the minutes from the previous 11 

meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk‟s Office. 12 

 13 

On voice vote, motion carried. 14 

 15 

Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 16 

 17 

Ald. Bialecki called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that 18 

portion of the meeting. 19 

 20 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 21 

 22 

Item 4 – Election of: 23 

 24 

A. Chair 25 

B. Vice-Chair 26 

 27 

Motion by Mayor Chilsen, second by Ald. Blomquist, to nominate and elect Ald. Jim Bialecki as 28 

Chair and Ald. Barry Blomquist as Vice-Chair of the Board of Public Works. 29 

 30 

Ald. Bialecki called for any other nominations, closed the election and said a unanimous ballot 31 

was cast. 32 

 33 

Item 5 – Review and consideration of Sanitary Sewer System Compliance Maintenance 34 

 35 

A. Annual Report 36 

 37 

Jarrod said a copy of the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report has been included in board 38 

members‟ packets.  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources requires that this report be 39 

completed.  Jarrod said the first part of the report outlines activities the city performs such as 40 

sanitary sewer televising, cleaning and maintenance.  The second part of the report includes 41 
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Fred‟s report on financial management.  Jarrod noted that the city received an “A” in both the 42 

financial and maintenance and collection categories. 43 

 44 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Jarrod, to approve Sanitary Sewer System Compliance 45 

Maintenance Annual Report. 46 

 47 

On voice vote, motion carried. 48 

 49 

B. Resolution 30-2016 – City of Onalaska, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources NR 50 

208 – compliance resolution 2015 Onalaska, Wisconsin 51 

 52 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve Resolution 30-2016 – City of 53 

Onalaska, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources NR 208 – compliance resolution 2015 54 

Onalaska, Wisconsin. 55 

 56 

On voice vote, motion carried. 57 

 58 

Item 6 – Review and consideration of 2017-2021 Capital Improvements Budget 59 

 60 

Jarrod said a copy of a memo sent to Mayor Chilsen, Common Council members and department 61 

heads has been included in board members‟ packets.  The memo states that any projects that the 62 

aforementioned individuals wish to have included in the Capital Improvements Budget must be 63 

submitted by Wednesday, July 13.  Jarrod said staff has begun compiling the 2017-2021 CIB, 64 

noting that projects that were not funded in the 2016 cycle have been forwarded to the 2017 65 

cycle.  Jarrod said he anticipates bringing forward the proposed Capital Improvement Projects 66 

list at the September 6 Board of Public Works meeting. 67 

 68 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to accept City Engineer Jarrod Holter‟s 69 

report regarding the 2017-2021 Capital Improvements Budget. 70 

 71 

Ald. Bialecki noted that the city likely will only be able to bond $3.5 to $4 million due to State of 72 

Wisconsin mandates.  Ald. Bialecki also noted that potential projects in the 2017 CIB depend on 73 

growth, building permits and construction certifiable at the Board of Review.  Ald. Bialecki also 74 

said the city needs to identify the cost of major projects such as the proposed Mayo Clinic 75 

project. 76 

 77 

On voice vote, motion carried. 78 

 79 

Item 7 – Review and consideration of Well #10 pump removal, inspection and reinstallation 80 

 81 

Jarrod said the 2016 Utility budget includes a line item for the removal of the pump at Well #10.  82 
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This is a maintenance item that is performed on all city wells, and it is done on no longer than a 83 

10-year cycle.  Well #10 was installed in 2007, and the pump has not been removed from the 84 

column shaft that goes into the aquafer.  Jarrod said Well #10 will need to cease operating for 85 

one to two months, depending on what city staff finds.  Jarrod noted that board members‟ 86 

packets include two quotes – one from Layne, and one from Municipal Well & Pump.  Jarrod 87 

said Layne installed the well in 2007, and also that Municipal Well & Pump recently pulled Well 88 

#7 and Well #8.  Jarrod said Layne submitted a quote of $27,730, and Municipal Well & Pump 89 

submitted a quote of $28,586.  Jarrod cautioned the board that these are “very simplistic 90 

estimates,” noting he had used the higher of Layne‟s $2,000 to $15,000 range to perform the 91 

work once the pump has been removed.  Jarrod said, “I would like to get it approved for the 92 

higher amount and hopefully it will come in less.  I am hopeful that because this is a newer well 93 

we won‟t need to replace everything.”  Jarrod said staff recommends accepting Municipal Well‟s 94 

quote as it has removed pumps both at Well #7 and Well #8. 95 

 96 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve Municipal Well & Pump for the 97 

Well #10 pump removal, inspection and reinstallation in an amount not to exceed $28,586. 98 

 99 

On voice vote, motion carried. 100 

 101 

Item 8 – Review and consideration of water & sanitary sewer charges for Evergreen 102 

Estates Mobile Home Park at 429 Schnick Road 103 

 104 

Jarrod referred to a map included in board members‟ packets that shows Evergreen Estates 105 

Mobile Home Park.  Jarrod said the development, which was constructed in the early 1980s, has 106 

a private water service within Evergreen Estates that is maintained by the mobile home park.  107 

Jarrod said Evergreen Estates attached to the city‟s water system in two different locations at the 108 

time of construction.  Jarrod said check valves were installed in the city so that no private 109 

systems could back-feed into the city‟s water system.  Jarrod said staff examined the system at 110 

Evergreen Estates and determined it was unnecessary to spend $40,000 to $50,000 for the 111 

installation of check valves.  Jarrod referred to the circled location on the map, which is in the 112 

vicinity of East Avenue North and Schnick Road, and said staff disconnected Evergreen Estates‟ 113 

secondary service line from the city main.  A flushing hydrant was installed on the city right-of-114 

way.  There is a meter located at the connection point to the west, and city staff meters the flow 115 

of water that enters Evergreen Estates.  Jarrod said city staff discovered this spring that the 116 

flushing hydrant was leaking.  The water that was leaking went through Evergreen Estates‟ meter 117 

pit and was gaged on the meter. 118 

 119 

Jarrod referred to a copy of Evergreen Estates‟ April 2016 invoice and noted that the usage 120 

totaled 280,900 cubic feet.  By comparison, Evergreen Estates‟ April 2015 invoice states the 121 

usage totaled 98,600 cubic feet; the 2014 invoice states the usage totaled 141,600; and the 2013 122 

invoice states the usage totaled 95,100 cubic feet.  Jarrod noted that Evergreen Estates‟ bills have 123 
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been consistently “ranging under $5,000.”  However, the last bill Evergreen Estates received was 124 

for more than $12,000.  Jarrod said that while the owner of Evergreen Estates had paid the bill, 125 

he also has asked that the Board of Public Works examine the bill.  Jarrod said, “I think this 126 

situation is unique in the fact that the city performed the project to cut off the water service that 127 

was connected. … We have fixed the flushing hydrant at this location.  We did not have anything 128 

that showed failure, connection-wise or anything.  It just was leaking at the joint where it was 129 

connected on.  Looking at this, I think it would be in the best interest, and in all fairness, to have 130 

their bill go back to what they had previously consumed.  I think that is the best thing in this 131 

instance.”  Jarrod added he had discussed this matter with Fred. 132 

 133 

Ald. Bialecki noted that in comparing the 2015 and 2016 invoices there had been a rate 134 

adjustment in January and April and said this must be taken under consideration.  Ald. Bialecki 135 

also said, “I think we should probably reimburse anything above because obviously it was our 136 

error.” 137 

 138 

Jarrod said, “I think we would go by whatever the consumption was in 2015, use that 139 

consumption and calculate the bill with the present rates so it would include the water rate 140 

adjustments, and then use that consumption to back-calculate the bill.”  Jarrod noted that the 141 

2015 consumption was 98,600 cubic feet for the quarter of the April billing (December 7, 2014 142 

through March 7, 2015). 143 

 144 

Fred asked Jarrod if he is seeking to modify one billing.  Fred noted that the consumption as of 145 

December 9 was 247,900 cubic feet; the consumption as of September 9 was 225,200 cubic feet; 146 

and the consumption as of June 11 was 111,700 cubic feet.  Fred asked Jarrod if he is leaving 147 

these as-is and only modifying the 98,600 cubic feet reading to match the April 2016 reading, 148 

which totaled 280,900 cubic feet. 149 

 150 

Jarrod said that is the one he is looking at, and he added it appears as though Evergreen Estates‟ 151 

January 2016 bill also was erroneous. 152 

 153 

Fred asked Jarrod, “Do you want to treat some of this as a leak of unknown from the time after 154 

you switched out the hydrant?  Or do you figure that it‟s been leaking for quite some time?” 155 

 156 

Jarrod said the request is to address the April 2016 bill, noting that the user did not request an 157 

adjustment on the January 2016 bill.  Jarrod reiterated that it appears the charges on the January 158 

2016 bill also were excessive and said he would be open to examining both the January and 159 

April 2016 bills. 160 

 161 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to move forward to the June 14 Common 162 

Council meeting consideration of a calculated rate adjustment for water & sanitary sewer charges 163 

for Evergreen Estates Mobile Home Park at 429 Schnick Road. 164 
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 165 

Jarrod said he will be able to provide the Common Council with an adjusted total. 166 

 167 

On voice vote, motion carried. 168 

 169 

Item 9 – Review and consideration of change order #4 for Well #9 reconstruction project 170 

 171 

Jarrod said change order #4 would be a decrease of $7,506.42 and includes items „a‟ through „h‟ 172 

listed in board members‟ packets.  Items „a‟ through „e‟ are items that are increases in the cost of 173 

the project, including item „c,‟ which is the installation of an effluent chlorine analyzer at a cost 174 

of $5,412.23.  This item will be programmed into the city‟s SCADA system to provide a 175 

continuous chlorine residual reading at Well #9.  Items „f,‟ „g‟ and „h‟ are deductions.  They 176 

were allowances included in the contract for natural gas, electrical and telephone service. 177 

 178 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve a decrease of $7,506.42 for 179 

change order #4 for Well #9 reconstruction project. 180 

 181 

On voice vote, motion carried. 182 

 183 

Item 10 – Review and consideration of professional surveying services for Transportation 184 

Project Plat, acquisition staking and title searches for Riders Club Road and Braund Street 185 

& PH projects in conjunction with Surface Transportation – Urban funding 186 

 187 

Jarrod said board members‟ packets include a copy of a proposal from Short Elliott Hendrickson 188 

to perform right-of-way work for the Riders Club Road and Braund Street & PH projects.  Jarrod 189 

noted that the city had received STP Urban funding, which is federal funding.  A right-of-way 190 

plat is required, and it has been included in SEH‟s estimate.  The total cost for SEH‟s services, 191 

which includes plat development, surveying and title searches, is $57,679.60.  Jarrod said the 192 

proposal has been reviewed by the management consultant hired by the Wisconsin Department 193 

of Transportation to oversee the project.  Jarrod noted that this is a “100 percent locally funded 194 

portion of the project.” 195 

 196 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve professional surveying services 197 

by Short Elliott Hendrickson for Transportation Project Plat, acquisition staking and title 198 

searches for Riders Club Road and Braund Street & PH projects in conjunction with Surface 199 

Transportation – Urban funding in an amount not to exceed $57,679.60. 200 

 201 

Jarrod noted that this is included within the 2016 CIB. 202 

 203 

On voice vote, motion carried. 204 

 205 
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Item 11 – Review and consideration of releasing sanitary sewer easement rights along Rose 206 

Street in the City of La Crosse to Wisconsin Department of Transportation in relation to 207 

construction project 1071-06-82 208 

 209 

Jarrod said that in 2017 WisDOT will be reconstructing Rose Street as part of the third leg of 210 

construction in the vicinity of Exit 3.  Rose Street will be reconstructed from the Burlington 211 

Northern railroad bridges in the City of Onalaska to Livingston Street in the City of La Crosse.  212 

The section of George Street in the City of La Crosse that includes McDonalds and Kwik Trip 213 

also will be reconstructed.  The City of Onalaska has a sanitary sewer interceptor that runs 214 

beneath Interstate 90, down George Street and through the McDonalds parking lot before ending 215 

at the Moore Street lift station.  This line is owned and maintained by the City of Onalaska, and 216 

the city also maintains easements for that line.  Jarrod said WisDOT is installing a signal light as 217 

part of the expansion at the intersection of George Street and West George Street.  WisDOT will 218 

be acquiring more property from Kwik Trip and McDonalds.  Jarrod said the City of Onalaska 219 

will relinquish its rights to the easement, but the city also will be obtaining a permit to be within 220 

the State of Wisconsin right-of-way.  The sanitary sewer interceptor would remain in the same 221 

location. 222 

 223 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve releasing sanitary sewer 224 

easement rights along Rose Street in the City of La Crosse to Wisconsin Department of 225 

Transportation in relation to construction project 1071-06-82. 226 

 227 

Fred asked Jarrod if the city will be replacing a certain section. 228 

 229 

Jarrod said yes, noting that the design is being refined with WisDOT.  Jarrod said the project has 230 

been scaled back to “only what is needed” because the Village of Holmen will not be 231 

participating in a sewer conveyance project with the City of Onalaska.  Jarrod said there will be a 232 

presentation at the July 5 Board of Public Works meeting. 233 

 234 

On voice vote, motion carried. 235 

 236 

Item 12 – Review and consideration of storm sewer outfall repair along State Trunk 237 

Highway 157 West of PH 238 

 239 

Jarrod said the storm sewer that drains the area around PH and goes to Braund Street drains 240 

down PH and goes along the State Trunk Highway 157 right-of-way.  The storm sewer 241 

discharges next to a large WisDOT box culvert.  The city has a 54-inch outfall at this location 242 

that is sheet-piled into the box culvert.  Jarrod said an inspection revealed that one of the pipes 243 

had dislodged at the joint, was running water down and undermining the sheet wall.  Jarrod said 244 

staff is proposing to hire Coulee Concrete Repair, which would spend up to two days injecting 245 

low-strength concrete into that area and sealing up the hole and void so there is no settlement.  246 
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The pipe would be grouted so it can be shut.  Jarrod said the entire sheet piling wall could be lost 247 

within 10 years if this issue is not addressed now. 248 

 249 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve Coulee Concrete Repair 250 

performing storm sewer outfall repair along State Trunk Highway 157 West of PH in an amount 251 

not to exceed $4,500. 252 

 253 

On voice vote, motion carried. 254 

 255 

Item 13 – Pay Estimates:  Strand Associates, Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc., Kreibich 256 

Landscaping, Olympic Builders, Paragon Associates, Fowler & Hammer, Gerke 257 

Excavating, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center), 258 

LW Allen, Wieser Brothers General Contractors, Ayres Associates, State of Wisconsin 259 

Department of Transportation and any other contractor/developer  260 

 261 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 262 

MONTHLY ESTIMATES 263 

 264 

June 7, 2016 265 

 266 

    Original 267 

    Contract   Change   Paid to  Due this 268 

Contractor   Amount   Orders   Date   Estimate 269 

       270 

1.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 271 

     Well #9 272 

     Construction 273 

     Estimate #14   $   157,200.00   $     -        $   148,770.80  $   7,377.82 274 

 275 

2.  OLYMPIC BUILDERS 276 

     Well #9 Reconstruction & 277 

     Filter Addition 278 

     Construction  279 

     Estimate #12   $   2,763,593.00 $     70,474.97 $   2,668,107.27 $   150,960.70 280 

 281 

3.  SEH INC. 282 

     Riders Club Rd. & PH 283 

     Design 284 

     Estimate #11    $   148,348.18    $     -       $   103,367.32 $   3,909.82 285 

 286 

4.  SEH INC. 287 
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     Phase 1 – Waterfront 288 

     Design 289 

     Estimate #7      $   147,400.00$     7,100 (CSM)$   165,864.69 $   9,049.29 290 

      $74,450 (Constr.) 291 

 292 

5.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 293 

     South Kinney Coulee Lift Station 294 

     Updated Design 295 

     Estimate #8    $   10,000.00 $    24,100.00 $   15,586.31 $   448.73 296 

 297 

6.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 298 

     Well #8 – Starter Replacement 299 

     Construction 300 

     Estimate #2    $   750.00 $    -  $   260.91 $   260.91 301 

 302 

7.  FOWLER & HAMMER, INC. 303 

     2016 Cemetery Main St. Project 304 

     Construction 305 

     Estimate #2    $   230,821.23$    -  $   49,406.98 $   91,056.36 306 

 307 

8.  KREIBICH LANDSCAPING 308 

     2016 Tree Planting Project 309 

     Construction 310 

     Estimate #2    $   250,567.00$    -  $   66,158.95 $   161,283.75 311 

 312 

9.  GERKE EXCAVATING 313 

     2016 Utility Project 314 

     Construction 315 

     Estimate #2    $   682,945.97$    -  $   130,207.94 $   124,486.70 316 

 317 

10.  SEH INC. 318 

     Miscellaneous Water Modeling 319 

     Design 320 

     Estimate #1    $   750.00 $    -  $   -  $   358.15 321 

 322 

11.  UW-L 323 

     Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center 324 

     Archaeological Work 325 

     Great River Landing – Phase 1 326 

     Estimate #1    $   17,776.00 $    -  $   -  $   1,608.00 327 

 328 
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12.  LW ALLEN 329 

     Well #8 Starter 330 

     Construction 331 

     Estimate #1 – FINAL  $   13,200.00 $    -  $   -  $   13,200.00 332 

 333 

13.  WIESER BROTHERS GENERAL CONTRACTORS 334 

     Great River Landing – Phase 1 335 

     Construction 336 

     Estimate #1    $   2,122.178.26 $    -  $   -  $   73,697.68 337 

 338 

14.  FOWLER & HAMMER INC. 339 

     2016 Miscellaneous Concrete Project 340 

     Construction 341 

     Estimate #1   $   118,262.50  $    -  $   -  $   35,622.63 342 

 343 

15.  AYRES ASSOCIATES (02632) 344 

     I-90 Sanitary Sewer 345 

     Design 346 

     Estimate #4    $   48,600.00  $    -  $   6,096.51 $   2,333.01 347 

 348 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to approve the 15 pay estimates as shown 349 

on the document dated June 7, 2016. 350 

 351 

On voice vote, motion carried. 352 

 353 

Item 14 – Closed Session 354 

 355 

To consider a motion to convene in Closed Session under Section 19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin 356 

Statutes for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 357 

investing of public funds or conducting other specified public business whenever competitive or 358 

bargaining reasons require a closed session: 359 

 360 

 Agreement for sewer conveyance and treatment La Crosse-Onalaska 361 

 362 

If any action is required in Open Session, as the result of the Closed Session, the Board of Public 363 

Works will reconvene in Open Session to take the necessary action and/or continue on with the 364 

printed agenda. 365 

 366 

Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Ald. Blomquist, to convene in Closed Session. 367 

 368 

On roll call vote:  City Engineer Jarrod Holter – aye, Financial Services Director/Treasurer Fred 369 
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Buehler – aye, Mayor Joe Chilsen – aye, Ald. Barry Blomquist – aye, Ald. Jim Bialecki – aye.  370 

In Closed Session at 7:00 p.m. 371 

 372 

 373 

Recorded by: 374 

 375 

Kirk Bey 376 


