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The Meeting of the Board of Public Works of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 6:30 1 
p.m. on Tuesday, August 5, 2014.  It was noted that the meeting had been announced and a 2 
notice posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Financial Services Director/Treasurer 5 
Fred Buehler, Ald. Jack Pogreba, Ald. Jim Bialecki, City Engineer Jarrod Holter 6 
 7 
Also Present:  Fire Chief Don Dominick 8 
 9 
Excused Absence:  Mayor Joe Chilsen 10 
 11 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from previous meeting 12 
 13 
Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Fred, to approve the minutes from the previous meeting as 14 
printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 15 
 16 
On voice vote, motion carried. 17 
 18 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 19 
 20 
Ald. Pogreba called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that 21 
portion of the meeting. 22 
 23 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 24 
 25 
Item 4 – 6:30 P.M. Public Hearing (or immediately following the public input) – Regarding 26 
allowing parking on the West side of Critter Court 27 
 28 
Jarrod noted that board members’ packets include a copy of the letter that had been mailed to 29 
adjoining landowners as well as a map of Critter Court and the surrounding area.  Jarrod also 30 
displayed for those in attendance an aerial photograph of the area. The proposal in front of the 31 
board is to allow parking on the west side of Critter Court from the cul-de-sac to South Kinney 32 
Coulee Road.  Currently there is no parking allowed on both sides of Critter Court. 33 
 34 
Ald. Pogreba opened the public hearing and called for anyone wishing to speak in favor of 35 
allowing parking on the West side of Critter Court. 36 
 37 
Tina Antony, Housing and Marketing Manager, Springbrook Assisted Living 38 
861 Critter Court 39 
Onalaska 40 
 41 
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“We’ve been very fortunate in the eight years that we’ve been in existence.  We not only are 42 
growing, but we’ve opened our facility to the community.  We offer space to the Onalaska Park 43 
and Rec Yoga Program.  We offer our space to the Warm Water Therapy Program which uses 44 
our 92-degree therapy pool five days a week to the tune of about 200 visitors throughout the 45 
course of a month.  We also cooperate with Welshire Capital and they hold functions in our 46 
theater room, opening up our area to the community as well.  We have really reached out to the 47 
community and now we’d like the community to reach out a little bit more to us to allow for 48 
those people who are enjoying our community and our facility to be able to have parking 49 
capability.  What we discussed last time at our meeting was parking on the west side of Critter 50 
Court.  Ideally for us it would be four-hour parking because some of the functions last more than 51 
two hours.  We also host musical events.  We’re open to discussion on that point.” 52 
 53 
Ald. Pogreba called three times for anyone else wishing to speak in favor of allowing parking on 54 
the West side of Critter Court and closed that portion of the hearing. 55 
 56 
Jarrod read into the record a letter from Dr. Jon Feist, DDS, 831 Critter Court, Onalaska:  “My 57 
name is Jon Feist.  I own the building at 831 Critter Court and have my dental practice there.  58 
There are four business suites housed in the building.  I have several major concerns about the 59 
proposed change.  After working there for almost 12 years, I’ve seen several situations that 60 
would have been disastrous if there were cars parked on either side of the street.  It appears that 61 
the discussion is concerning allowing parking on the west side of the street, but I will comment 62 
on parking regarding either side.  Delivery, semitrailers and trucks often pull down the street 63 
and back up into our lots – upper 831 and lower 831 – as well as the corner lot on a daily basis.  64 
Allowing cars to park on either side of the street dangerously narrows the street for 65 
maneuverability and would definitely put vehicles parked there at risk, especially during the 66 
winter months with the plowed surface further reducing the width of the usable roadbed.  Just 67 
past the upper 831 lot apron the road becomes quite slippery and is extremely slippery during 68 
the winter months.  In fact, there have been instances of vehicles sliding sideways down the road 69 
as well as being unable to drive up the road.  Employees have had to leave their cars overnight 70 
due to slippery conditions.  It’s hard to imagine that a car parallel parked on the slanted portion 71 
of the road would not experience great difficulty maneuvering out of a parking spot from a dead 72 
stop with the front wheels cranked over without the possibility or probability of an accident. 73 
 74 
Springbrook Assisted Living Center is located just past the steep portion the road.  There are 75 
frequent emergency vehicles travelling up and down Critter Court to aid those living there.  76 
Added parking vehicles to the sides of the road seems to unnecessarily encumber their travel 77 
while adding only a small number of parking places.  There are three parking lots on the east 78 
side of the street from the corner of South Kinney and Critter Court in close sequence.  The first 79 
is 801 Critter Court; the second is upper 831 Critter Court; and the third is the lower 831 80 
Critter Court lot.  Traffic into and out of these lots is continuous throughout the day with patrons 81 
of businesses there.  Cars surrounding the corner from South Kinney heading down Critter 82 
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Court are usually accelerating or often making a wide turn.  Parked cars on the west side of the 83 
street would have the effect of directing traffic even more toward or past the center of the 84 
roadway.  The cars leaving our lot on upper 831 would be negatively impacted by oncoming 85 
traffic by allowing parking on the opposite side of the street.  With the Gundersen Clinic campus 86 
directly across the street, I am absolutely certain that the bulk of the cars parked in the proposed 87 
area on Critter Court will be those of Gundersen employees.  It is my understanding that they 88 
have their own parking lots and a parking ramp that was supposed to be built to house all their 89 
vehicles.  But the ramp is too far for the workers in the building back in Critter Court, and their 90 
adjacent lot is full early in the work day.  It makes more sense for Gundersen to build another 91 
ramp or lot on the several football fields of empty land between the clinic proper and the 92 
administrative outbuilding bordering Gundersen Drive than to jeopardize the safety of drivers 93 
using Critter Court on a daily basis. 94 
 95 
In summary, I stand completely opposed to the change of the current parking restrictions on 96 
Critter Court on the basis of preserving safety for employees and patrons of my business and the 97 
businesses located at my buildings.  The limited number of added parking spaces will not be of 98 
benefit for our building’s use and definitely poses unnecessary safety concerns.  Sincerely, Jon 99 
W. Feist, DDS.” 100 
 101 
Ald. Pogreba called three times for anyone else wishing to speak in opposition of allowing 102 
parking on the West side of Critter Court and closed the public hearing. 103 
 104 
In response to a question by Ald. Pogreba, Jarrod said Critter Court is 37 feet wide – back-of-105 
curb to back-of-curb – and there is 32 feet of pavement. 106 
 107 
Jarrod noted he had included in board members’ packets copies of Board of Public Works 108 
meetings minutes from November 30, 2004, January 3, 2006, as well as the minutes from the 109 
February 14, 2006 Common Council meeting.  Jarrod said a no-parking policy on the west side 110 
of Critter Court was instituted in 2004, and a no-parking policy on the east side of Critter Court 111 
was instituted in 2006 because motorists were parking their vehicles in front of driveways.  112 
Jarrod said he included the meeting minutes to serve as context as to why parking is prohibited 113 
on Critter Court.  Jarrod added the concerns raised by Dr. Feist also were in the past by other 114 
individuals. 115 
 116 
Ald. Pogreba said allowing four-hour parking possibly would be better, but also said employees 117 
of the businesses in the vicinity might move their vehicles during their lunch break. 118 
 119 
In response to a question by Ald. Pogreba regarding allowing three-hour parking, Jarrod said he 120 
believes the City of Onalaska only hours parking for two hours or less.  However, Jarrod also 121 
said this does not mean the city cannot allow three-hour parking. 122 
 123 
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Ald. Bialecki said, “What I’m hearing from Dr. Feist is the same things that were echoed 10 124 
years ago and eight years ago, and he’s very believable.  I worry about that, and yet I do admire 125 
the fact that you [Springbrook Assisted Living] have done well there.  In fact, you’ve enhanced 126 
your programs … Yet I worry about these concerns here on that west side.  Last month I think 127 
we had talked that if we had parking on both sides it would not be an issue in particular in the 128 
winter months for public safety vehicles.” 129 
 130 
Fire Chief Dominick said, “The concern as far as our accessibility to that area is it’s going to be a 131 
unique access point to the new addition.  It will actually be a lawn area.  It’s a geotech surface 132 
that will support our ladder truck for rescue.  That’s going to have to be 80,000 pounds.  I’ve 133 
talked to their architect several times.  The biggest concern that I would have is coming down 134 
Critter Court to make that turn.  With the aerial device we would need a minimum of a 42-foot 135 
radius.” 136 
 137 
Ald. Pogreba asked Jarrod if the proposal is to eliminate the no-parking rule down to the cul-de-138 
sac. 139 
 140 
Jarrod said it is typical not to allow parking in a cul-de-sac. 141 
 142 
Ald. Pogreba asked how many feet would be lost by allowing parking on one side of Critter 143 
Court. 144 
 145 
Jarrod said 8-foot parking lanes are typical, but noted part of this is located in the curbline.  146 
Jarrod said, “With most city streets, you’ll find if you have parking on one side and you get two 147 
cars that meet you can still pass one another except during winter conditions.  It does get tight 148 
during winter.  You have to slow down and be careful.  During summertime for sure you can get 149 
two cars to pass with one car parked on one side. … The one thing that I just, depending on what 150 
you did with the number of hours, I think if you do anything more than allowing parking for 151 
more than two hours, the reality of the plight out there is no one from Springbrook is ever going 152 
to park there.  It’s going to be the Gundersen employees.  If you allow four-hour parking they’re 153 
going to come out at lunch or they’re going to come out during their break and they’re just going 154 
to move their car around and you’re just never going to get … It just isn’t going to happen.  If 155 
you do two-hour parking, now it becomes an enforcement issue.  It’s like downtown parking.  156 
Unless it gets enforced, once they figure out if it’s not getting enforced, then it’s going to be [a 157 
situation where] we have to have a patrol officer go out there and enforce the two-hour parking.” 158 
 159 
Ald. Bialecki said he admires the program growth at Springbrook and stated he is a strong 160 
advocate for off-street parking to accommodate the growth.  However, Ald. Bialecki also stated 161 
he is concerned about allowing off-street parking due to the arguments expressed in Dr. Feist’s 162 
letter as well as the arguments that have been expressed by others in the past. 163 
 164 
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Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Fred, to deny a request to allow off-street parking on the 165 
West side of Critter Court. 166 
 167 
On voice vote, motion carried. 168 
 169 
Item 5 – Review and consideration of Well #9 reconstruction, including: 170 
 171 

A. Presentation by Strand Associates 172 
 173 
Jarrod said Strand Associates representative Andy Mullendore, the lead design engineer on the 174 
Well #9 project, is in attendance tonight and noted the city had approved the Well #9 redesign to 175 
include filtration for iron and manganese removal.  The preliminary design was approved this 176 
past spring for a total of $32,900.  Jarrod said, “We’re at the point now where when we did our 177 
RFP we requested that the consultant come back in and update us where they’re at and we would 178 
make a decision whether we would go forward with final design.  If we do go forward with final 179 
design, it does not necessarily mean that it’s going to get built.  It just means we get the final 180 
design done and we will expend funds on that, but we would have a better cost estimate and we 181 
would know some other things that we’re going to go over later such as safe drinking water, loan 182 
programs and rate impacts that would coincide with this process to get the work done.” 183 
 184 
Jarrod noted that Well #9 has presented problems for several years.  Well #9 was installed in 185 
1988, and the city started adding polyphosphates to the well in approximately 1992 due to 186 
staining that was occurring in the southern part of the community.  Jarrod said well treatments 187 
such as acid-bursting and chlorine-shocking have been performed with no success.  Jarrod 188 
referenced a map displaying the western half of the city and pointed out Well #s 7, 8 and 10.  189 
Jarrod noted that Well #9 is located near Interstate 90 in the southern area of the city. 190 
 191 
Jarrod said, “The reason this becomes relevant is that if we wanted to abandon this well and drill 192 
a new well in the north end of the city where we appear presently to have very good water 193 
quality, we’d have to hydraulically push that water to the east and it’s even off the map here 194 
toward the mall.  It just gets down to the fact that we really wanted to show this slide to begin 195 
with. … It just goes to show that we need to have a well on that side of the city.  Also, if you 196 
remember from our presentation from the 2013 water study, we have enough supply if we keep 197 
all four of these wells for hopefully the next 20 years without any new usages coming in.” 198 
 199 
Andy noted that the iron and manganese levels at Well #9 exceed the current water quality 200 
limits, as the iron levels range from 0.34 to 0.52 (standard is 0.30), and the manganese levels 201 
range from 0.06 to 0.41 (standard is 0.05).  Andy said elevated levels of iron and manganese 202 
typically are not considered a health hazard, but rather it’s a matter of aesthetics as there is 203 
staining of fixtures and laundry, discolored water, taste and odor, and plugging of lines.  Andy 204 
noted the usage of Well #9 has been curtailed.  As a result, the system is limited operationally 205 
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and creates issues such as water age and lower chlorine levels, especially in locations to the 206 
south and west.  Andy said iron and manganese will destroy the chlorine that is injected into the 207 
system.  Andy noted a pilot test was performed in August 2013, and the results showed that 208 
treatment can effectively remove iron and manganese below the secondary standards. 209 
 210 
Andy said the goal of the preliminary design is to better define the project scope and costs and 211 
noted the following: 212 
 213 

• The existing pilot report was reviewed, and the filtration media, filtration rates and filter 214 
configurations were identified. 215 

• Strand Associates will develop a preliminary floor plan and building appearance. 216 
• Strand Associates will develop a site plan and identify property needs. 217 
• Strand Associates will refine the preliminary costs. 218 

 219 
Andy said Strand Associates examined the filter media and the configurations, including capital 220 
cost, operational costs, distribution system impacts, ease of operation, and finished water quality.  221 
A 36-inch Pyrolusite was chosen.  The other two mediums required an additional chemical feed.  222 
Chlorine and fluoride are both fed into the system, and one more oxidant would be required to 223 
make the other two mediums function. 224 
 225 
Andy showed board members photographs of the equipment being discussed and explained the 226 
process.  Andy referenced a photograph of the pressure filter and said pressurized water goes 227 
through on the top and comes out on the bottom and filters out iron and manganese.  The iron 228 
and manganese is oxidized.  Air and chlorine are pushed in in front of it, and the dissolved 229 
manganese becomes solid, filtered out and backwashed away.  There are compressors that run 230 
valves and blow the air.  Blowers are utilized during backwash, which occurs anywhere from 24 231 
to 48 hours. 232 
 233 
Jarrod said backwashing likely would occur in the evening. 234 
 235 
Andy referenced the preliminary floor plan and said the building would contain the following:  236 
restroom for staff use, chlorine room, fluoride room, blower and compressor room, treatment 237 
room, motor control center, sampling facility, and backwash holding tank.  Andy said Strand 238 
Associates created a layout that will not require any permanent new property, noting that will be 239 
necessary to obtain a temporary easement during construction.  Andy said the structure will have 240 
a pitched wood roof with asphalt shingles, cement board paneling, cement board siding and trim, 241 
and masonry block. 242 
 243 
Andy broke down the preliminary costs of the project: 244 
 245 

• $840,000 for general building construction 246 

Reviewed 8/8/14 
 



Board of Public Works 
of the City of Onalaska 
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 
7 

• $950,000 for equipment 247 
• $390,000 for interior and exterior mechanical 248 
• $110,000 for HVAC 249 
• $535,000 for electrical and controls 250 
• $2,825,000 for a subtotal 251 
• $425,000 for contingency 252 
• $3,250,000 for a total cost 253 

 254 
Jarrod noted the equipment is the treatment equipment. 255 
 256 
Andy noted that there is an allowance in the equipment figure for rehabilitation of the existing 257 
well pump.  Andy said the existing pump and motor will be utilized. 258 
 259 
Jarrod said the current well column will be utilized. 260 
 261 
Ald. Bialecki said he supports the project, but also asked if this project is the city’s best option 262 
compared to constructing a new well on the south side of the city. 263 
 264 
Jarrod said, “I think it is for a variety of reasons.  The first thing is if we build a new well we’d 265 
have the $400,000 to drill the well column, and we’ve already got the well column.  If we’d drill 266 
anywhere on the south end of town … we’re going to end up treating the water.  If we get over 267 
on the reserve well site that we have by [Irving] Pertzsch [Elementary School] we still don’t 268 
know.  You still don’t have the well there yet.  You don’t know exactly what your water quality 269 
is.  With this site, I would be afraid if we got further toward Theater Road or somewhere over in 270 
that vicinity we may actually see higher iron and manganese.  Operationally, I’d rather see the 271 
well over there.  When we had SEH perform the water analysis in 2013, I actually had them 272 
model that well over there.  What we found was the water quality went down in the older part of 273 
town.  All we did was we flip-flopped the problem from ‘A’ to ‘B’.  It was better than what we 274 
had without it, but we surprisingly, by putting it over on the Theater Road/Highway 16 area, 275 
ended up with higher water ages because there is a lack of use over by the high school and the 276 
south end of the city.  If we went to the north end of the city to drill another well, we would be 277 
looking at a cheaper alternative.  But I feel that alternative would have … We would not have the 278 
$950,000 for treatment, but you would basically have all those other costs plus the $500,000 to 279 
drill the well.  With that, we’d have all of our wells in one area of the city.  Now we’re trying to 280 
push that water to the east.” 281 
 282 
Jarrod said other sites have been explored and cited the example of drilling a well at Lauderdale 283 
Place.  Jarrod said, “Now you have to find a spot to put it.  Do you buy a house?  There are costs 284 
associated with that, and the water main has not been sized.  Now you have a $500,000 water 285 
main project to get a water main that is sized large enough to get that water back up to the high 286 
school where it can be distributed into our distribution system.  So overall there are other costs 287 
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that are associated with drilling a new well in a new location with the city.  I think through the 288 
various water studies we’ve done, I truly believe this is the best option.” 289 
 290 
Ald. Bialecki suggested examining issues regarding iron and manganese on the south side of the 291 
city. 292 
 293 
Jarrod said there would be no water quality issues at Well #9 if the water is treated to a level of 294 
0.30 mg/l for iron and 0.05 mg/l for manganese. 295 
 296 
In response to questions by Fred, Jarrod said there are 2,700 gallons per minute at Well #9, and 297 
also said the well has been designed to treat all 2,700 gallons per minute.  Jarrod said the 298 
possibility of treating 1,000 gallons a minute was examined, but the savings on the treatment 299 
costs are minimal. 300 
 301 
In response to a question by Fred, Jarrod said the generator had been examined and noted there is 302 
a generator at Well #10.  There is a standby motor located at Well #8.  Jarrod said the transfer 303 
switch will switch automatically if Well #10 is called for and there is no power.  Jarrod said staff 304 
can go to Well #8 and activate the standby motor.  It will drive the well pump, and staff can 305 
bring in a small Honda generator to get the chemical feeds to work. 306 
 307 
Jarrod said, “With those two facilities we can meet our minimum average day.  Obviously we 308 
would not be able to meet summer demand.  We did look at standby power at this site, but we 309 
decided at this point with what we have. … The DNR is satisfied with what we have at the other 310 
wells, and we didn’t want to drive up the cost any more than we needed to.  As part of the final 311 
design, we are going to look at putting in the right conduit and having a spot where we would put 312 
the transfer switch.  If we come back in five years or whenever we decide we want more 313 
redundant supply, we could go back and add the generator at a later date.” 314 
 315 
Jarrod said it would be a staff decision as to whether the generator would be placed outside.  316 
Jarrod said staff would prefer to place the generator inside if at all possible; however, all options 317 
would have to be weighed.  Jarrod said he would like to place a generator in the facility.  318 
However, Jarrod added, “I look at what we can pump today with the two wells that we have with 319 
standby power, and I think we can meet what we would need to meet if a catastrophic event 320 
happened within the community.” 321 
 322 
Ald. Pogreba noted the current floor plan does not include room for a generator. 323 
 324 
Jarrod stated he would support a generator if the Board of Public Works supports it as part of the 325 
final design.  Jarrod said Strand Associates could take a preliminary look at where a generator 326 
could be placed and determine a preliminary cost. 327 
 328 
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Ald. Pogreba said it might be wise to set aside space to accommodate a generator at a later date. 329 
 330 
Andy said he can look into the cost of a generator and suggested that a portable generator could 331 
be utilized at multiple sites.  Andy asked if a transfer switch might be more desirable. 332 
 333 
Ald. Pogreba said he favors the aspect of having a generator at Well #9. 334 
 335 
Jarrod noted Well #8, the northernmost well in the city, pumps 2,200 gallons per minute and 336 
utilizes the services of Riverland Energy.  Meanwhile, the other three wells utilize the services of 337 
Xcel Energy. 338 
 339 
Jarrod said, “If this moves forward, what I would suggest is we have, if the board would be 340 
supportive of this, we have Strand do a cost estimate before we get too far down the road of what 341 
a generator would be and the building alterations if we could put it inside the building.  We could 342 
look at that and come back.  We would have to bring it back next month.  If we put it inside the 343 
building it would be hard to bid as an alternate.  I think you could probably bid the generator 344 
itself as an alternate, but you would have to build the building to what you show.” 345 
 346 
Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Fred, to approve Strand Associates to proceed with the final 347 
design and construction of Well #9.  This includes a plan to add a generator to the facility as well 348 
as including the preparation of an application for the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program. 349 
 350 
Fred asked if noise will be a factor if a generator is included. 351 
 352 
Jarrod noted there a generator at Well #10, and also noted it located in another room that has a 353 
block wall for fire rating. 354 
 355 
Fred asked if any noise associated with a generator would affect residents living in the area. 356 
 357 
Jarrod said the noise would be buffered if a generator were placed inside the building. 358 
 359 
Andy said generators are designed with a critical grade silencer so the noise from the stack is 360 
reduced.  Andy also said the interior of the room typically is lined with sound block to absorb 361 
sound. 362 
 363 
Fred asked it will be necessary to make an amendment to a future change order because the cost 364 
will increase. 365 
 366 
Jarrod noted that the final design for Well #9 as submitted in the RFPs was $132,700.  Jarrod 367 
said this is the amount he is proposing the board authorize this evening.  Jarrod said, “If we go 368 
ahead with a generator we’ll have to solicit a change order from Strand to design it in the 369 
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building.  There will be a cost to that because the building will change electrically.  We 370 
specifically put in the Request for Proposals there would not be a generator.  And the Safe 371 
Drinking Water Loan … won’t take very much effort through the final design to ensure we’re 372 
meeting those standards.  But once we get to the actual loan application in June we’ll have to 373 
come back with the change order from Strand.  Depending on what Kevin’s [Assistant City 374 
Engineer Kevin Schubert] workload is and what tasks he can do is part of this because he’s 375 
actually built these facilities under these guidelines previously.  We’ll probably get an hourly 376 
rate.  If Kevin did none of the work and Strand did all the Safe Drinking Water Loan Work … 377 
it’s probably going to be $15,000 to $20,000 to get that loan.  I’m hopeful that staff internally 378 
can complete a lot of that work, but it depends on what workload we have and what we have 379 
going on.  In probably three to six months we’ll come back with a scope outlined as a change 380 
order.  We’ll also need construction services.  We’ll need someone to come up and look at the 381 
electrical.  There will be certain things that we’ll have to have people come up and look at during 382 
construction even having Kevin out there.  There will be more services coming down the line 383 
once we get further into this.” 384 
 385 
Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Fred, to amend the previous motion to include a not-to-386 
exceed price of $132,700 for the design work on Well #9.  Strand Associates also will supply the 387 
appropriate financial figures for the design work on the generator as well as the cost to the City 388 
of Onalaska for the Safe Drinking Water Loan. 389 
 390 
Vote on the Amendment: 391 
 392 
On voice vote, motion carried. 393 
 394 
Vote on the original motion: 395 
 396 
On voice vote, motion carried. 397 
 398 

B. Water rate impacts to a Water Utility customer 399 
 400 
Jarrod said he and Fred have been in contact with the auditors regarding water rates. 401 
 402 
Fred said the city is at a fact of rate of return where it has become necessary to examine a 403 
simplified water rate increase.  Fred referenced page 4 of a handout distributed to board members 404 
and noted that when the city last examined a modification to the water rate in 2009, the Public 405 
Service Commission had reviewed all the information the city had sent and requested the city 406 
consider a 15-percent water rate increase.  The rate would have increased from $39.40 to $45.30.  407 
Fred said the Common Council had voted in 2009 to increase rates by 3 percent.  Fred said if the 408 
city chooses to do a simplified rate, it must do so within a five-year window.  Fred said enacting 409 
a simplified rate would have meant a $1.31 per-quarter increase for the average residential 410 
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customer. 411 
 412 
Fred referenced Option B, which is a Mortgage Revenue Bond, and said it is his understanding 413 
the city will complete an application for $3,250,000 Safe Water Drinking Loan funding.  Fred 414 
noted he had calculated a “high” and a “low” for rates.  Fred noted the application for the Safe 415 
Water Drinking Loan is December 31 and said if the Common Council votes to proceed with 416 
Option C, which is to repair Well #9 utilizing Safe Drinking Water Loan funding, he will start a 417 
water rate application in September.  This process takes approximately seven months.  Fred said 418 
there will be a hearing either in March or April of 2015 and noted the city will be in a favorable 419 
position if he begins the process now and knows where the loan application process stands. 420 
 421 
In response to a question by Ald. Pogreba, Fred said it would be illogical for the city to do a 422 
simplified water rate increase now. 423 
 424 

C. Financing options 425 
 426 
Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Jarrod, to approve allowing Financial Services 427 
Director/Treasurer Fred Buehler to proceed with Option C utilizing Safe Drinking Water Loan 428 
Funding, plus a simplified rate of 3 percent and completion of a full-rate application. 429 
 430 
On voice vote, motion carried. 431 
 432 

D. Authorization to proceed with final design by Strand Associates and to possibly include 433 
preparation of application for Safe Drinking Water Loan Program 434 

 435 
This was covered under Item 5-A. 436 
 437 

E. Application for Safe Drinking Water Loan Program 438 
 439 
Jarrod said it will be necessary to perform interim financing until the Safe Drinking Water Loan 440 
Program becomes available.  Jarrod said Fred has been in contact with Robert W. Baird 441 
regarding this matter.  Jarrod also noted both he and Fred have been in contact with the 442 
administrator of the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program.  443 
 444 

F. Project completion timeline 445 
 446 
Jarrod noted a timeline is included in board members’ packets.  The timeline begins at 447 
September 2014 and concludes with the final project completion in April 2016. 448 
 449 
 450 
 451 
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Item 6 – Review and consideration of treating ash trees as part of Emerald Ash Borer Plan 452 
 453 
Jarrod referenced a copy of an email in board members’ packets from Park Maintenance 454 
employee David Lein, who has outlined different scenarios regarding the treatment of the city’s 455 
ash trees.  Jarrod noted there are 105 boulevard trees within the city that are 14 inches in 456 
diameter or larger and were outlined in the City of Onalaska Emerald Ash Borer Plan.  Jarrod the 457 
cost of hiring contractors to treat the trees would be between $12,411 and $15,957.  The cost per 458 
tree would be between $118 and $152 per tree, and it would be necessary to treat the trees every 459 
two years.  Jarrod said the cost to have David treat the trees would be between $5,492 and 460 
$6,000.  Jarrod cautioned that Parks and Recreation Director Dan Wick utilizes David’s services 461 
for a variety of things, so Dan would lose an employee for two weeks if David treats the trees.  462 
Jarrod noted that the city can replant a new tree for approximately $250.  However, the trees that 463 
are 14 inches in diameter or larger likely have been in the ground for 25 to 40 years or longer. 464 
 465 
Jarrod said, “One of the problems I see with if we would treat the trees is how do I answer the 466 
question from someone that has a 13-inch diameter boulevard tree and we did not treat it in front 467 
of their house but we treated the 15-inch diameter tree down the block.” 468 
 469 
In response to a question by Fred, Jarrod said the costs would be semi-annual. 470 
 471 
Fred expressed concern over the source of the funding. 472 
 473 
Jarrod said initially funds could be spent from the Urban Forestry Capital Improvements 474 
Program that was approved two years ago.  However, Jarrod said it either would have to be an 475 
operating expense or part of the capital cost of having trees. 476 
 477 
Ald. Pogreba asked if it would be possible to plant a few trees every year to replace the older 478 
trees. 479 
 480 
Jarrod said, “The reality of this is going to be that within, I would say, four years every ash tree 481 
in our boulevard is going to be dead.  Based upon the stages that we see in the report, they’ve got 482 
the curve that between basically they can make it about six years once they get the bug.  Between 483 
ages six and eight, they take a really high mortality rate.  We are starting to see in our urban 484 
forest already signs of Emerald Ash Borer.  If you drive around town and look at certain trees in 485 
certain areas, you can that they’re dead.  So with that, I think what’s going to happen is once we 486 
start removing trees, if you don’t treat them now they’re going to be dead with all the rest of 487 
them.  Within the proposed Capital Improvements Budget you’re going to see hopefully next 488 
month … will be an Urban Forestry item.  Within the report that we had with the Emerald Ash 489 
Borer plan, we will be outlining within the Capital Improvements Budget at what level do we 490 
want to support Urban Forestry and replanting of trees?  That will be one of the questions that 491 
will be within the Capital Improvements Budget when we go to fund.  In some token, if all of the 492 
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ash trees die within four years, it would be an aggressive tree-planting schedule to get them all 493 
replaced as they’re taken down and as they perish.” 494 
 495 
Ald. Pogreba asked if it would be feasible to treat half the trees one year and half the next so the 496 
cost is split every year. 497 
 498 
Jarrod said it would be possible to do so.  However, Jarrod also said he believes the city already 499 
is at a disadvantage and suggested that the trees be treated this year.  Jarrod noted that David 500 
already is treating some of the ash trees in city parks utilizing funds budgeted through the Parks 501 
Department’s operating budget. 502 
 503 
In response to a question by Ald. Pogreba, Jarrod said there is no guarantee the trees will survive 504 
even with treatment. 505 
 506 
In response to a question by Fred, Jarrod said the average cost to replace a tree is approximately 507 
between $250 and $350 depending on the type of tree that is purchased. 508 
 509 
Fred said it is possible the city could be spending $16,000 every other year for a treatment where 510 
it is unknown how long it will last.  Fred said, “To me, it’s almost logical to build in the Capital 511 
Projects replacement of the trees.” 512 
 513 
Motion by Fred, second by Ald. Bialecki, to include within Capital Projects funding for the 514 
replacement of City of Onalaska ash trees. 515 
 516 
On voice vote, motion carried. 517 
 518 
Item 7 – Review and consideration of no parking on West side of Marcou Road from 519 
Country Club Lane to 800 feet south 520 
 521 
Jarrod noted that board members’ packets include a map of the area.  No parking would be 522 
allowed in the area where the roadway was narrowed for the installation of a sidewalk.  The 523 
roadway is now 32 feet wide, back-of-curb to back-of-curb.  There also is a 5-foot bicycle lane 524 
installed on the east side of the road.  There is no parking allowed from OS/East Main Street to 525 
the bridge on Marcou Road. 526 
 527 
Motion by Jarrod, second by Ald. Bialecki, to proceed with a public hearing at the September 2 528 
Board of Public Works meeting a proposal to prohibit parking on the West side of Marcou Road 529 
from Country Club Lane to 800 feet south. 530 
 531 
In response to a question by Ald. Bialecki, Jarrod said he does not believe many cars park along 532 
the section of road in question.  Jarrod noted there are three residences that abut Marcou Road, 533 
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and another residence that abuts Marcou Road and Country Club Lane.  These individuals still 534 
would be allowed to park on Country Club Lane.  Jarrod said three homes would be affected by a 535 
no parking rule on the street in front of them, adding these individuals would be required to park 536 
down the block. 537 
 538 
The recorded conversation ended at this point, to continue on Side B as follows. 539 
 540 
In response to a question by Fred, Jarrod said all of the right-of-way, with the exception of 5 feet, 541 
is within the City of Onalaska.  The parcels on the west side of the roadway are within the 542 
Township of Medary, but all of the road right-of-way lies within the City of Onalaska limits. 543 
 544 
On voice vote, motion carried. 545 
 546 
Item 8 – Review and consideration of final special assessment costs 2014 Miscellaneous 547 
Concrete Project 548 
 549 
Jarrod said the costs included in board members’ packets are the final assessment costs through 550 
the bid process for the Miscellaneous Concrete Project.  Jarrod estimated there were 200 551 
assessments. 552 
 553 
Motion by Jarrod, second by Ald. Bialecki, to approve the final special assessments for the 2014 554 
Miscellaneous Concrete Project. 555 
 556 
In response to a question by Fred, Jarrod said the Marcou Road project has been completed. 557 
 558 
On voice vote, motion carried. 559 
 560 
Item 9 – Pay Estimates:  Strand Associates, Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc., Mathy 561 
Construction, Haas Sons, Winona Mechanical, Pember Companies, Chippewa Concrete 562 
Services, Wapasha Construction, State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation and 563 
any other contractor/developer  564 
 565 

 566 
 567 
 568 
 569 
 570 
 571 
 572 
 573 
 574 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 575 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES 576 

 577 
August 5, 2014 578 

 579 
    Original 580 
    Contract   Change   Paid to  Due this 581 
Contractor   Amount   Orders   Date   Estimate 582 
 583 
1.  STRAND ASSOCIATES (01321) 584 
     Theater Road Traffic Signal 585 
     Construction/Engineering 586 
     Estimate #6  $  8,500.00 $  -  $ 7,082.10  $  1,317.49 587 
        588 
 589 
2.  ST. JOSEPH CONSTRUCTION 590 
     Theater Road Traffic Signal 591 
     Construction 592 
     Estimate #4  $   747,906.54   $     -       $   700,516.24  $   38,326.70 593 
 594 
3.  SEH INC. (01375) 595 
     Pralle Center Drive Study Update 596 
     Study 597 
     Estimate #4  $   13,000.00     $     -      $   8,450.00 $   2,860.00 598 
 599 
4.  WAPASHA CONSTRUCTION 600 
     2013 Reservoir Improvements 601 
     Construction 602 
     Estimate #7  $   294,991.99     $     -       $   223,112.69 $   18,220.75 603 
 604 
5.  MATHY CONSTRUCTION 605 
     East Main Street 606 
     Construction 607 
     Estimate #3    $   992,959.90     $     ($59,930) $   219,029.58 $   369,001.34 608 
 609 
6.  CHIPPEWA CONCRETE SERVICES 610 
     Marcou Road Sidewalk Project 611 
     Construction 612 
     Estimate #3    $   200,685.00     $     -       $   183,422.13 $   5,291.92 613 
 614 
 615 

Reviewed 8/8/14 
 



Board of Public Works 
of the City of Onalaska 
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 
16 

7.  FAHRNER ASPHALT 616 
     Fiber Patching – City Wide 617 
     Estimate #1    $   51,120.00     $     -       $     -  $   14,418.68 618 
 619 
8.  STRAND ASSOCIATES INC 620 
     Well #7 – Reconstruction/Filter 621 
     Design 622 
     Estimate #2    $   36,900.00     $     -       $   10,650.00 $   16,800.00 623 
 624 
9.  GEE ASPHALT SYSTEMS 625 
     Sealcoat Construction – 2nd Ave SW 626 
     Estimate #1    $   4,500.00    $     -        $   -  $   4,293.00 627 
 628 
10.  STATE OF WI – DOT 629 
     San. Sewer & Watermain Relocation – Construction 630 
     I-90 Bike Trail 631 
     (1071-06-86) 632 
     Estimate #1    $   240,000.00    $     -       $   -  $   228,234.27 633 
 634 
11.  HAAS SONS INC. (01167) 635 
     2013 Utility Project 636 
     Construction 637 
     Estimate #8   $   1,073,982.25   $     -       $   1,071,431.09 $   7,990.00 638 
 639 
Motion by Ald. Bialecki, second by Jarrod, to pay the 11 estimates as printed and on file. 640 
 641 
On voice vote, motion carried. 642 
 643 
Adjournment  644 
 645 
Motion by Fred, second by Ald. Bialecki, to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. 646 
 647 
On voice vote, motion carried. 648 
 649 
 650 
Recorded by: 651 
 652 
Kirk Bey 653 
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