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The Meeting of the Historical Preservation Commission of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, June 18, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and a notice posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken, with the following members present:  Ald. Harvey Bertrand, Gary Lass, 5 
Nancy Tolvstad, Sandy Whiteman, Jim Nelson 6 
 7 
Also Present:  Land Use and Development Director Brea Grace, Planner/Zoning Inspector Katie 8 
Meyer 9 
 10 
Excused Absence:  Jon Grider 11 
 12 
Katie noted that Brent Larson no longer is a member of the Historical Preservation Commission. 13 
 14 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 15 
 16 
Motion by Sandy, second by Jim, to approve the minutes from the previous meeting as printed 17 
and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 18 
 19 
On voice vote, motion carried. 20 
 21 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes per individual) 22 
 23 
Ald. Bertrand called for anyone wishing to provide public input. 24 
 25 
Nancy said she had told the commission at its March 2 meeting that she would have all her 26 
research at the museum and asked if anyone had come.  Nancy noted she had nine books and told 27 
Ald. Bertrand she would be happy to share them with the commission should he want to hold a 28 
special meeting in the future. 29 
 30 
Gary inquired about the books. 31 
 32 
Nancy noted there used to be a newspaper called the La Crosse County Record that documented 33 
social events.  Nancy also noted that the paper was printed in the City of Onalaska and said she 34 
discovered that the museum had copies of the La Crosse County Record dating from 1885 to 35 
1950.  Nancy said she started taking information from the newspapers approximately 10 to 12 36 
years ago, and she now has nine books that include high school and college photographs, and 37 
information on businesses, schools, “Remembering Onalaska,” World War II, the agricultural 38 
school, the river book, and Mick Pooler. 39 
 40 
Ald. Bertrand thanked Nancy for her efforts.  Ald. Bertrand called three times for anyone else 41 
wishing to provide public input and closed that portion of the meeting. 42 
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 43 
Consideration and possible action on the following items: 44 

 45 
Item 4 – Election of: 46 
 47 

a. Vice-Chair 48 
 49 
Brea explained that the appointed Alderperson always serves as the Chair. 50 
 51 
Katie said the role of the Vice-Chair would go through the agenda should Ald. Bertrand be 52 
unable to attend a meeting. 53 
 54 
Motion by Nancy, second by Gary, to nominate and elect Sandy Whiteman as Vice-Chair of the 55 
Historical Preservation Commission. 56 
 57 
On voice vote, motion carried. 58 
 59 
Item 5 – Update and discussion on Wisconsin Certified Local Government 2014 Historic 60 
Preservation Subgrant Application 61 
 62 
Katie noted the city had applied for and received a grant a consultant to conduct a historical 63 
property survey.  Katie said Requests for Proposals were sent and Heritage Research, Ltd. was 64 
selected as the consultant with which the city wants to work.  Katie said a public meeting will be 65 
held in the fall, after the C 66 
ity enters into the contract with Heritage Research, Ltd.  Traci Schnell, the Senior Architectural 67 
Historian for Heritage Research, Ltd., has submitted dates for when she will perform the 68 
reconnaissance survey, and another public meeting will be held at which time Joe DeRose of the 69 
Wisconsin Historical Society will give a presentation reviewing the survey results. 70 
 71 
Item 6 – Consideration of a contract for professional consulting services with Heritage 72 
Research, Ltd. in an amount not to exceed $5,802.84 to complete a reconnaissance survey of 73 
historic properties within the City of Onalaska 74 
 75 
Katie said Heritage Research, Ltd. had put together a proposal that includes performing a two-76 
part survey.  Traci will perform the initial reconnaissance survey, which will include choosing 77 
properties that meet certain architectural characteristics.  Traci then will research construction 78 
dates and basic information associated with these properties, and Katie said Traci hopes to find 79 
different properties that meet historical National Register standards.  Traci then will perform an 80 
intensive survey on these properties.  Katie said Traci had submitted the following tentative 81 
project schedule: 82 
 83 
 84 
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• September 1, 2015:  Send out press releases announcing the project and soliciting 85 
information.  The first public meeting also will be scheduled. 86 

• October 30, 2015:  Complete reconnaissance survey fieldwork. 87 
• January 15, 2016:  Complete data entry and generate report. 88 
• 2016 date TBD (likely prior to July):  Review results between the Historical 89 

Preservation Commission and Joe DeRose of the Wisconsin Historical Society. 90 
 91 
In response to a question by Nancy, Katie said any structure older than 40 years old will be 92 
considered.  Katie noted the City Assessment Department has compiled a database and said there 93 
are nearly 1,000 properties up to 1965.  Traci has done an initial drive-through of the city.  Katie 94 
noted there will be a review of the properties that originally were surveyed and told Nancy her 95 
books would prove to be useful to Traci. 96 
 97 
Nancy asked if the owner of a home that is more than 40 years old must give his/her permission 98 
to photograph the house. 99 
 100 
Brea said the photographs will be taken from the roadway. 101 
 102 
Nancy noted she has a friend who owns a house that likely would be chosen and said her friend 103 
would not want someone photographing her house. 104 
 105 
Katie said, “There is also the secondary step that just because someone has the ability and their 106 
house would meet these standards, they don’t have to do anything with it.  We did note the three 107 
historical landmarks we have in the city, and you as a commission can designate, in addition to 108 
Common Council approval, different homes as being locally … or if the property owner wants 109 
to.  It’s always voluntary.  This is more of just a survey of what we have in the city so that the 110 
commission can be informed.  That’s where Joe DeRose comes in in terms of direction the 111 
commission can take in the future.” 112 
 113 
Nancy asked if the photographs of the homes would be made public. 114 
 115 
Katie said they would appear in the survey report, and the Onalaska Library, City of Onalaska, 116 
and State of Wisconsin would receive a copy. 117 
 118 
Gary noted that information such as the price of a home and its square footage is public and said 119 
he believes most individuals who reside in a home more than 40 years old would be flattered for 120 
being recognized. 121 
 122 
Brea said this contract is funded 100 percent by the Wisconsin Historical Society and noted 123 
staff’s time is what is used as a match.  Brea said she believes the city will receive back 12 124 
percent of the total grant amount to assist with administrative costs.  Brea said, “We’re seeing 125 
this as a tool where we can use it to educate the public [about] some of the resources and the 126 
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assets that we have [and the] historic buildings.  We can potentially use it as a tool to encourage 127 
people, if they so want, to be on a local listing of a historic property.  The state is still looking at 128 
tax credits, so if people want to take that step voluntarily they could possibly apply for state tax 129 
credits.  What we’re trying to do is get the information, provide it to the property owners and let 130 
them make decisions.” 131 
 132 
Sandy said she believes having a home with a historic designation would be “a sense of pride.” 133 
 134 
Brea said the historical survey is only on the exterior building and no recommendations would be 135 
made on the interior design. 136 
 137 
Jim asked if property owners would receive a letter informing them that their property is 138 
identified as a historical property, and also the parameters of what that means. 139 
 140 
Brea said this can be decided through the process, noting that the Historical Preservation 141 
Commission will serve as the steering committee.  Brea said if the committee so chooses, letters 142 
may be sent out after the reconnaissance survey has been completed.  The survey also can be 143 
placed on cityofonalaska.com, and copies may be made available at City Hall or the library. 144 
 145 
Gary suggested perhaps sending a postcard. 146 
 147 
Katie said it might be a nice dedicated mailing to send to individuals before the final meeting 148 
regarding the survey. 149 
 150 
Motion by Gary, second by Ald. Bertrand, to approve a contract for professional consulting 151 
services with Heritage Research, Ltd. in an amount not to exceed $5,802.84 to complete a 152 
reconnaissance survey of historic properties within the City of Onalaska. 153 
 154 
On voice vote, motion carried. 155 
 156 
Brea noted the total grant amount is $6,600. 157 
 158 
Item 7 – Discussion regarding Historic Preservation outreach efforts 159 
 160 
Katie noted one of the topics that had been discussed at the March 2 Historical Preservation 161 
Commission meeting was the benefits of historic preservation.  Katie referred to the last two 162 
pages of commission members’ handouts, which list benefits such as tax revenue, tax credit and 163 
job creation in bullet point form.  Katie said she plans to place this information on 164 
cityofonalaska.com and noted the city’s website also includes links to the websites of area 165 
historical societies as well as the Wisconsin Historical Society. 166 
 167 
Brea said she has had conversations with the Mississippi Valley Archeological Center, which 168 
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could be another component of historic preservation.  Brea said historic artifacts have been found 169 
during the city’s road projects on State Trunk Highway 35 and 3rd Avenue South.  Brea said she 170 
has asked Katherine Stevenson, a MVAC staff member who has taken a lead role during the road 171 
projects, if she would be willing to make another presentation in the city (she previously made a 172 
presentation at the library).  This presentation would address what types of artifacts are being 173 
found, and also to which pre-history settlements is MVAC linking these finds.  Brea noted that 174 
much of the STH 35 corridor lies within an uncatalogued burial site and said any earth-turning 175 
activities require a permit from the Wisconsin Historical Society.  Brea said not everyone is 176 
aware of this, and therefore she wants to educate the public, property owners and business 177 
owners.  Brea said she would like to hold a “brown bag” lunch meeting during a Friday in 178 
September, and said she would like to invite the Historical Preservation Commission and the 179 
Community Development Authority.  Invitations also would be sent to businesses and residents 180 
in the area. 181 
 182 
Sandy, a retired social studies teacher, said she would like to see the city website post 183 
photographs of artifacts or information about an artifact that was unearthed.  Teachers then could 184 
share this information with their students.  Sandy said a similar approach could be used for the 185 
historic properties process and referred to a book she used to utilize as a teacher that included a 186 
photograph of a Sears Roebuck home.  Sandy said it is possible there are such homes in the City 187 
of Onalaska and that something like this might interest both students and their parents. 188 
 189 
In response to a question by Ald. Bertrand, Brea said she believes the downtown area used to be, 190 
in part, a village site.  Brea said she does not believe what was unearthed at the Block Building 191 
was from a different era than what was discovered on STH 35. 192 
 193 
Nancy said she would like Katherine’s presentation to include information on the types of 194 
artifacts found as well as where they were found. 195 
 196 
In response to a question by Jim, Brea said artifacts also had been unearthed on Sand Lake Road 197 
and Green Coulee. 198 
 199 
Jim said he would like Katherine to bring a map showing all the different areas to lay out all of 200 
the villages that were associated with one another. 201 
 202 
Item 8 – Reminder of Next Meeting Scheduled for August 20, 2015 203 
 204 
Ald. Bertrand noted he will not be present at the August 20 meeting. 205 
 206 
Katie said meetings are scheduled quarterly (four times a year).  An additional meeting will 207 
likely be held either in September or October due to the grant. 208 
 209 
Ald. Bertrand suggested moving the start time of meetings to 4 p.m. 210 
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 211 
Brea and Katie both said they would prefer to meet during the day. 212 
 213 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by Nancy, to approve starting subsequent Historical 214 
Preservation Commission meetings at 4 p.m. 215 
 216 
Brea noted that this is not an action item and asked that the motion and second be withdrawn. 217 
 218 
Motion and second withdrawn. 219 
 220 
Gary asked if this needs to be an agenda item if the meeting is published in advanced. 221 
 222 
Brea said the City Clerk’s office would like the Common Council to approve advanced 223 
scheduled dates and times. 224 
 225 
Ald. Bertrand suggested that the commission agree today to meet at 4 p.m. on August 20. 226 
 227 
Gary said that future meeting times can be an agenda item at the August 20 meeting. 228 
 229 
Adjournment 230 
 231 
Motion by Sandy, second by Gary, to adjourn at 7:47 p.m. 232 
 233 
On voice vote, motion carried. 234 
 235 
 236 
Recorded By: 237 
 238 
Kirk Bey 239 
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