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The Meeting of the Historical Preservation Commission of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 7:01 p.m. on Thursday, October 15, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and a notice posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken, with the following members present:  Ald. Harvey Bertrand, Nancy 5 
Tolvstad, Gary Lass 6 
 7 
Also Present:  Land Use and Development Director Brea Grace, Planner/Zoning Inspector Katie 8 
Aspenson, Ald. Jim Binash 9 
 10 
Excused Absences:  Jon Grider, Sandy Whiteman, Jim Nelson 11 
 12 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 13 
 14 
As there was no quorum present, the minutes from the June 18 meeting could not be approved. 15 
 16 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes per individual) 17 
 18 
Ald. Bertrand called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that 19 
portion of the meeting. 20 
 21 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 22 
 23 
Item 4 – Kick-off and Discussion on Survey of Historic Properties Project within the City 24 
of Onalaska.  Presentation by Joe DeRose, Wisconsin Historical Society & Introduction of 25 
Traci Schnell, Heritage Research, LTD 26 
 27 
Katie noted that in 2014 the City of Onalaska applied for sub-grant application grant from the 28 
Wisconsin Historical Society.  The grant application was successful, and the city received 29 
approximately $6,500 to complete a reconnaissance survey of properties in the city that might 30 
have historical significance.  Katie thanked the Wisconsin Historical Society for selecting the 31 
City of Onalaska as a Historic Sub-grant Award recipient.  Katie said Traci Schnell [of Heritage 32 
Research LTD] has begun working on the field research and reconnaissance work throughout the 33 
city.  Katie said Joe DeRose [of the Wisconsin Historical Society] will be explaining the purpose 34 
and other samples of intensive surveys that are performed throughout the state.  Joe also will go 35 
into further detail about the project. 36 
 37 
Joe noted that the Wisconsin Historical Society is largely federally funded and is required to pass 38 
through 10 percent of its federal funds to communities such as Onalaska, that are certified local 39 
governments.  Joe said the grant is reimbursable, meaning Traci must be paid [by the City] and 40 
then Onalaska must submit a reimbursement request to his office.  Joe noted that the Wisconsin 41 
Historical Society’s offices are located on the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus.  The 42 
Wisconsin Historical Society serves as the state archives and has a library that is second only to 43 
the Library of Congress in terms of materials as well as a museum.  The society also works with 44 
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educators to develop a curriculum for the state’s fourth graders, who study Wisconsin history.  45 
Joe said every state is required to have a preservation program, and his office serves that role and 46 
administers state and federal preservation laws and programs.  One of these programs is the 47 
survey program.  Joe said the focus [of surveys] on large, older homes has been expanded to 48 
include more modest, vernacular homes.  Joe said Traci will be examining buildings that are at 49 
least 40 years old and possess good historic integrity.  Joe noted that funding originates from the 50 
National Parks Service, which is interested in identifying properties that are eligible to be listed 51 
in the National Register of Historic Places.  A property typically must be at least 50 years old to 52 
be listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  However, Joe said the society does not want 53 
the survey to be obsolete the day it is completed, so buildings that will turn 50 years old in the 54 
coming years are examined.  Joe said a good survey has a “shelf life” of approximately 15 years 55 
and noted the National Parks Service is seeking buildings that are at least 40 years old and have 56 
good historic integrity.   57 
 58 
Joe said Traci will be examining commercial, religious, educational, governmental and industrial 59 
properties that are “above ground” and noted that no archaeological work will be performed.  Joe 60 
said modern construction – that is, buildings constructed in the 1960s and 1970s – also will be 61 
examined because the society wants to document them before they are altered.  Joe also said 62 
items such as fencing, carriage houses and barns will be examined.  Joe said once Traci 63 
completes her field work she begins to research buildings by examining maps and city 64 
directories.  Joe noted that the Wisconsin Historical Society has information on 59 City of 65 
Onalaska buildings as part of its Architecture History Inventory, which has information on 66 
between 140,000 and 145,000 properties in the state.  The records typically include photographs 67 
of historic properties, their historic name and address, when they were constructed, the designer, 68 
and additional information.  Traci will input all the information she obtains about the city’s 69 
historic properties into the Architecture History Inventory database.  Joe said he is able to 70 
continue to update information he receives after the project is done.  All the buildings Traci 71 
surveys are placed into a GIS map layer.  Joe said the maps provide information about the 72 
historic resources, noting the Department of Transportation would be required to take these 73 
resources into account if there were plans to widen State Trunk Highway 35.  Joe said the final 74 
report will include information on buildings that Traci identified as well as recommendations 75 
regarding what preservation actions the city should be taking.  Joe noted that there are economic 76 
incentives in the form of tax credits for National Register-caliber structures.  Joe said the focus 77 
of the survey is not only to identify properties for the National Register, but also to gather 78 
information on all the historic building stock in the city.  Doing so will allow the Historical 79 
Preservation Commission and the community to highlight historic resources and make 80 
individuals aware of them. 81 
 82 
Gary said it is his understanding that the National Register will examine the report to identify 83 
historic properties located in the city. 84 
 85 
Joe said the report is set up to have different sections such as architectural style or historic 86 
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themes.  The report also will include a findings section that will identify the historic properties.  87 
Joe said once the survey has been completed the next step is to attempt to get the properties that 88 
are identified as being eligible for the National Register to do the nominations and officially list 89 
the properties in the National Register.  Joe said that while the current project will not do that, it 90 
will establish the groundwork and provide information that the Historical Preservation 91 
Commission may use for interpretive purposes.  Joe said walking or driving tours may be 92 
established based on the survey, noting that the report is the foundation for the program. 93 
 94 
Brea said the report may be utilized as outreach and education for property owners. 95 
 96 
Joe said he hopes the project will spur interest in the history of the city’s buildings.  Joe also 97 
noted that there will be a wrap-up meeting at the conclusion of the project. 98 
 99 
Gary inquired about the project’s timeline. 100 
 101 
Traci said projects such as these typically last one year, but said that this project will not take her 102 
one year to complete.  Traci said that while she can identify the city’s architecturally significant 103 
properties by looking at them, she cannot identify the historically significant properties, such as a 104 
famous person who may have lived in a home.  Traci said this is an area in which she is seeking 105 
assistance. 106 
 107 
Brea asked Traci to share the project’s general timeline with the commission. 108 
 109 
Traci said she believes she will be able to complete the survey portion on Friday and then begin 110 
the research stage.  Traci estimated that she will complete the project by early spring 2016.  Traci 111 
said she typically compiles a list of potential historic properties and goes over them with a 112 
Wisconsin Historical Society representative. 113 
 114 
Ald. Binash asked if there is any historical significance to the low level area that was flooded in 115 
the late 1920s or early 1930s due to the installation of dams. 116 
 117 
Joe said that there may be grant funding available for underwater archeology to research his 118 
question. 119 
 120 
Adjournment 121 
 122 
Motion by Gary, second by Ald. Bertrand, to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. 123 
 124 
On voice vote, motion carried. 125 
 126 
 127 
Recorded By: 128 
 129 
Kirk Bey 130 
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