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The Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 17, 2015.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and a notice posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken, with the following members present:  Sandy Whiteman, Nancy Tolvstad, 5 
Gary Lass, Jim Nelson, John Grider.  Ald. Harvey Bertrand arrived with the meeting in progress. 6 
 7 
Also Present:  Planner/Zoning Inspector Katie Aspenson 8 
 9 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting:  June 18 & October 15, 2015 10 
 11 
Motion by Gary, second by John, to approve the minutes from the June 18, 2015 and October 15, 12 
2015 meetings as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 13 
 14 
On voice vote, motion carried. 15 
 16 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes per individual) 17 
 18 
Sandy called for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that portion of the meeting. 19 
 20 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 21 
 22 
Item 4 – Consideration of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work 23 
completed at the Lumber Baron Inn located at 421 2nd Avenue North, Onalaska, WI 54650 24 
(Tax Parcel #18-510-0) 25 
 26 
Ken Berg, owner of the Lumber Baron Inn, said he and his wife, Sandy, wish to restore the 27 
carriage house on the property back to its original state.  As it stood, the carriage house had three 28 
garage doors – none of which was original – that were installed in the early 1940s.  Ken said 29 
everything on the carriage house is “100 percent original,” noting that the window and soffit trim 30 
that were installed are the same as the old trim on the carriage house.  The carriage house has 31 
been returned to its original state, which is a door in the middle and a window on each side. 32 
 33 
Katie noted that city staff saw the work that had been done on the carriage house, which included 34 
new siding, windows and doors on the eastern façade.  The carriage house has been designated as 35 
a Local Historic Structure by the City of Onalaska, and it also is on the State and National 36 
Register of Historic Places.  Structures that have been designated by the city as historic structures 37 
need to have approval of the City of Onalaska’s Historic Preservation Commission for all 38 
exterior improvements to the building, which includes signage, to ensure that the building retains 39 
its historic character.  Katie referred to photographs the Bergs had brought of the original 40 
carriage house and pointed out where the central door and windows were located.  Katie said she 41 
also informed the State of Wisconsin Historical Society that it did not have an old enough 42 
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photograph of the carriage house, noting Ken has a photograph of the structure dated 1892.  This 43 
photograph will be sent to the State Historical Society. 44 
 45 
Katie noted commission members’ packets include a copy of the Certificate of Appropriateness 46 
Application and said the commission must review the project. 47 
 48 
Motion by Ald. Bertrand, second by John, to approve a request for a Certificate of 49 
Appropriateness for work completed at the Lumber Baron Inn located at 421 2nd Avenue North, 50 
Onalaska, WI. 51 
 52 
Gary asked what a Certificate of Appropriateness is and why it is needed. 53 
 54 
Katie said a Certificate of Appropriateness is supposed to be issued before work is completed, 55 
and it is a request for work to be completed on a local historic structure.  Katie noted that the 56 
Historic Preservation Commission had reviewed a Certificate of Appropriateness to install 57 
signage at a designated historic structure for Unwine’d in June 2014.  Katie told committee 58 
members the work the Bergs had done on the carriage house did not require building permits, so 59 
there was not a way to catch it beforehand.  Katie said she is aware that the Bergs intend to 60 
restore the entire carriage house one wall at a time.  Therefore, Katie said, “it’s after the fact and 61 
prior to.”  The Bergs will be showing the commission the work they intend to do in restoring the 62 
entire structure over time.  The commission will be reviewing what the Bergs have done so far, 63 
and also what they intend to do in the future. 64 
 65 
Katie reviewed the following criteria in Section 13-8-55(a)(4): 66 
 67 

• The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of 68 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 69 
avoided. 70 

• Most properties change over time.  Those changes that have acquired historical 71 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 72 

• Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 73 
that characterize a property shall be preserved. 74 

• Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 75 
materials shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 76 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 77 

• Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 78 
preserved.  If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 79 

• New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 80 
materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be compatible with the 81 
massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the 82 
property and its environment. 83 
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• The benefit of the preservation of a historic site, structure or site within the Historic 84 
Preservation District to reach the goals of a city master plan such as a Downtown 85 
Redevelopment Plan as adopted by the Common Council. 86 

 87 
Sandy Berg said work that was done was needed because the three doors that used to be on the 88 
carriage house were pulling down the front of the structure due to their weight.  Sandy said, “It 89 
was either we get started or we lose it.” 90 
 91 
Gary asked the Bergs who is assisting them with the work. 92 
 93 
Ken said a friend is assisting him. 94 
 95 
Gary asked the Bergs if the work to be done on the balance of the project complies with the list 96 
that Katie had read. 97 
 98 
Ken said yes, adding that the officials with the National Register of Historic Places mandates 99 
what can be done to a structure. 100 
 101 
Gary asked Ken what type of siding he plans to use. 102 
 103 
Ken said he will use cedar siding.  Ken noted that the carriage house is a wood structure with the 104 
exception of the walls in the basement.  Ken said he wanted to save as much of the original wood 105 
as possible, and he and Sandy left the original header over the door. 106 
 107 
Jim said he assumes anything that needs to be replaced will be replicated. 108 
 109 
Ken said yes. 110 
 111 
Jim said he thinks it is notable that the Bergs have taken the initiative to maintain the carriage 112 
house. 113 
 114 
Ald. Bertrand asked if any restoration must meet designated requirements on all sides. 115 
 116 
Ken said the National Register of Historic Places’ rules state that the front of a structure is 117 
“sacred.”  However, the rules are less strict toward the back of a structure. 118 
 119 
On voice vote, motion carried. 120 
 121 
Gary suggested holding a future Historic Preservation Commission meeting at the Lumber Baron 122 
Inn and touring both the house and the carriage house. 123 
 124 
Ken inquired about the commission’s involvement in the city’s historic district. 125 
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 126 
Katie said the City of Onalaska does not have a historic district, noting that the city has the 127 
ability to designate structures, sites or historic districts.  Katie said she saw on a Historic 128 
Preservation agenda from the 2000s that a historic district was going to be designated, but this 129 
never came to fruition.  Katie noted that an inventory is currently taking place and said 130 
conversations about establishing a historic district could occur if the inventory shows enough 131 
properties in a certain area. 132 
 133 
Item 5 – Consideration of 2016 Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Schedule 134 
 135 
Katie noted that March 17, July 21 and October 20 are the scheduled meeting dates for 2016.  136 
These dates are in tandem with the city’s grant. 137 
 138 
Motion by Jim, second by John, to approve the 2016 Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 139 
Schedule. 140 
 141 
On voice vote, motion carried. 142 
 143 
Adjournment 144 
 145 
Motion by Gary, second by Nancy, to adjourn at 4:49 p.m. 146 
 147 
On voice vote, motion carried. 148 
 149 
 150 
Recorded By: 151 
 152 
Kirk Bey 153 
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