CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE

COMMITTEE/BOARD: Long Range Planning Committee

DATE OF MEETING: February 4, 2016 (Thursday)
PLACE OF MEETING: City Hall - 415 Main Street (Rm 112)
TIME OF MEETING: 5:30 P.M,

PURPOSE OF MEETING
1. Call to Order and roll call.
2. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting.
3. Public Input (limited to 3 minutes per individual).

Consideration and possible action on the following items:
4. Discussion and consideration of draft 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update.
5. Discussion and consideration of 2015 Comprehensive Plan poster plan.

6.  Adjournment

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Commeon Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the
Commitiee may attend this meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibilizy.

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constifute a meeting of the Commen Ceouncil and is hereby
noticed as such, even though it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting,

NOTICES MAILED TO:

Mayor Joe Chilsen * Gary Lass

Ald. Jim Binash * Kristen Odegaard — Vice Chair
Ald. Jim Olson * Dana Frederickson
Ald. lim Bialecki * Debbie Clarkin - Chair
Ald. Bob Muth * Ken Schimocker

Ald. Harvey Bertrand * Jim Warren

Ald. Barry Blomquist * Jennifer Brown

City Attorney Dept Heads

La Crosse Tribune Charter Com.

Onalaska Holmen Courier Life Fox News Katie Aspenson

WIZM WKTY WLXR WKBH

WLSU WKBT WXOW Onalaska Public Library

*Commiltee Members

Date Notices Mailed and Posted: 1-28-16

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide reasonable accommadations to qualified
individuals with a disability 1o ensure equal aceess to public meetings provided notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72)
hours prior to the public meeting and that the requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City,
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January 27, 2016

To:  Long Range Planning Committee
From: Katie Aspenson, Interim Land Use & Development Director

Re: 2015 Onalaska Comprehensive Plan — Chapter 5: Utilities and Community Facilities

As directed by the Plan Commission at the December 15, 2015 meeting, City staff were asked to put
forth additional information regarding overhead transmission lines, explore mapping and consider
the creation of a utility corridor through Onalaska. Legal counsel, City staff, and SEH, INC
completed a search of comprehensive plans across the county to find language related to
transmission lines, as well as specific goals and objectives.

Below are a summary of changes modifying Chapter 5: Utilities and Community Facilities of the
2015 Comprehensive Plan recommended by City staff and legal counsel.

e Creation of a map that notates locations of substations in the City of Onalaska and associated
substation zones. City staff also mapped locations of al61 kV and 59 kV transmissions lines
in the City.

¢ Updated Page 92 of Chapter 5 and included Dairyland Power who operates large
transmission lines in the City in addition to Xcel Energy. Noted that a large natural gas
pipeline runs through the City of Onalaska.

o Updated Page 100: Additional private investments in utilities, particularly electric
transmission lines and cellular/data related towers will continue to be proposed in Onalaska.
It is important that the City continue to evaluate these proposals on strict criteria in terms of
placement, impact to residents and environmentally sensitive areas, and general aesthetics.
The State of Wisconsin has a State Energy Policy, Wisconsin statute 1.12, which indicates
that siting of new transmission lines should be consistent with economic and engineering
considerations, reliability of the electric system, and protection of the environment, the
following corridors should be utilized in the order of priority: a) Existing utility corridors; b)
highway and railroad corridors; ¢) recreational trails, to the extent that the facilities may be
constructed below ground and that the facilities do not significantly impact environmentally
sensitive areas; d) new corridors. This is consistent with the City of Onalaska's preference
that new transmission corridors be developed only as a last resort.

o Updated Pages 101-102 of Chapter 5 in the follower manner:
o Goal 1 (modified to read): Coordinate the location of public and private utilities and
facilities with projected growth and development patterns.



CITY OF ONALASKA - PLANNING / ZONING DEPARTMENT

o Goal 1 Objective 4 (new): By evaluating requests to change existing or install new
corridors based on such factors including but not limited to: residential impacts,
neighboring land uses, bluffland impacts, preservation of cultural, historic and
archaeological sites, protection of natural areas and wildlife, density, lighting, and
health and safety impacts.

o Goal 1 Objective 5 (new): By determining the practical minimum level of
development or redevelopment for which utility relocation is financially feasible on a
case-by-case basis,

o Goal 1 Objective 6 (new): By considering amendments as appropriate to the
subdivision / zoning ordinance for requiring utility relocation as part of development
activities.

o Goal 1 Objective 7 (new): By encouraging burying existing aerial powerlines as
appropriate in older neighborhoods through redevelopment efforts or utility upgrades.

o Goal 1 Objective 8 (new): By enforcing the Airport Overlay Zoning District
Ordinance in conjunction with the City of La Crosse and the La Crosse Airport and
updating the ordinance as deemed necessary.

o Goal 3 Objective 2 (modified to read): By installing utilities underground (where and
when feasible), to avoid blufflands and other environmentally sensitive areas and
utilizing designs and locations that minimize ridge lining and other environmentally-
sensitive areas.

o Goal 4 Objective 4 {modified to read): By educating and involving the public in
facility and utility expansion decisions, when possible, and asking for public
comments and placing citizens on appropriate boards.

It is of the opinion of City staff and legal counsel that the City does not define a specific
utility corridor for transmission lines. Such corridors would likely be along HWY 35 (Great
River Road), HWY 53 and Interstate 90. Previously, in 2014 the City of Onalaska
successfully fought the Badger-Coulee Transmission Line that was proposed to run along
HWY 53 and Interstate 90 that would have bisected the community. Had the Comprehensive
Plan noted such a corridor, we would not have been able to fight the project as we would
have specified that we wanted the transmission lines in those areas. Rather, the City of
Onalaska believes that the process outlined in Goal 1 Objective 4 (above) will better the
position the City for future proposed projects.

With the changes already made to the 2015 Comprehensive Plan to strengthen the City’s
position and the above modifications; City staff and legal counsel believe that the changes
both prepare and protect the City of Onalaska in regard to future transmission lines.
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FURTURE LAND USE PLAN

ONALASKA,
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