


 
 

5.0   Utilities and Community Facilities 
5.1 Existing Conditions 
5.2 Assessment of Future Needs 
5.3 Utilities and Community Facilities Goals, 

Objectives and Policies 
 
Utilities and community facilities provide the foundation on which 
incorporated communities are built and maintained. Utilities may include 
sanitary sewer, water, and storm water systems, as well as electricity, natural 
gas, telecommunications, and solid waste disposal. Community facilities can 
vary greatly by community, but typically include parks, schools, libraries, 
cemeteries, and various health and safety providers. Special services such as 
day care centers may also be considered a community facility. 

Utilities and community facilities can be used to guide development and 
encourage growth, as well as establish a community identity. Combined with 
roads, the construction, maintenance, and operation of utilities and 
community facilities are often the largest portion of a community’s budget. 

This element contains a compilation of background information, goals, 
objectives, actions or policies, and recommended programs to guide the 
future maintenance and development of utilities and community facilities in 
the City of Onalaska. 

5.1  Existing Conditions 
The City provides a wide range of utilities and community facilities, 
including police, fire, water, wastewater, stormwater and parks. In addition, 
there are a number of private provisions of utilities and community facilities, 
including healthcare and child care. 

This plan element takes an inventory of existing community facilities and 
services, identifies current needs of residents, and studies the need for 
community facilities and utilities improvements or new facilities over the 
next 20 years. 

Sanitary Sewer Service 
The City of Onalaska contracts with the City of La Crosse for sanitary sewer 
treatment. The current contract is set to expire in 2016 with negotiations on a 
new 20-year contract to begin. The City is responsible for maintaining and 
installing new lift stations, meter pit, sewer mains and manholes. There are 
currently nine lift stations and over eighty miles of sanitary sewer mains 
throughout the City. 

Wis. Stats. 66.1001(2)(d) 
(d) Utilities and community 

facilities element. A compilation 
of objectives, policies, goals, 

maps and programs to guide the 
future development of utilities and 

community facilities in the local 
governmental unit such as 

sanitary sewer service, storm 
water management, water supply, 

solid waste disposal, on-site 
wastewater treatment 

technologies, recycling facilities, 
parks, telecommunications 

facilities, power-generating plants 
and transmission lines, 

cemeteries, health care facilities, 
child care facilities and other 

public facilities, such as police, 
fire and rescue facilities, libraries, 
schools and other governmental 

facilities. The element shall 
describe the location, use and 

capacity of existing public utilities 
and community facilities that 

serve the local governmental unit, 
shall include an approximate 

timetable that forecasts the need 
in the local governmental unit to 

expand or rehabilitate existing 
utilities and facilities or to create 

new utilities and facilities and 
shall assess future needs for 

government services in the local 
governmental unit that are related 

to such utilities and facilities. 
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As Onalaska has grown, so has the demand for sanitary sewer service.  As 
future development continues throughout Onalaska, additional coordination 
between the Cities of Onalaska and La Crosse, and the Village of Holmen, 
will need to occur to ensure that adequate capacity is maintained for the 
projected future growth. The Village of Holmen will begin to use Onalaska’s 
sanitary sewer system in the near future. It will be important to monitor 
growth to ensure adequate capacity and equitable cost-sharing is being 
utilized. 

Figure 5-1 
City of Onalaska Sanitary Sewer 

 

Source: City of Onalaska 

 
Stormwater Management 
The City of Onalaska has an extensive system of storm sewers and natural 
drainage systems. Development that has occurred within the coulees has 
generally required engineered natural drainageways to collect and transport 
stormwater for flood control purposes. The City developed a stormwater 

Areas that the community wishes 
to protect, should be avoided 

when considering future 
placement of utilities and 

services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The provision of community 
facilities and services, such 
as public sewer and water, 
has a significant impact on 

development patterns” 
(Ohm, Brian. Planning for 

Natural Resources – An 
Overview. 2002). 
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management plan in 2008 and created a Stormwater Utility in 2010 as a 
method of financing capital improvements for stormwater handling. 

There is the potential for the amount (quantity) and rate (velocity) of runoff 
to increase as a result of additional development. This may adversely affect 
local water resources as sediment and nutrients are discharged to receiving 
water bodies. Managing storm water to reduce or eliminate direct discharge 
to surface waters is an important step to protect surface water quality in the 
future. The City has a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit that regulates wastewater discharges. All facilities, 
including industrial, that discharge pollutants from any point source into 
waters are required to have a permit which indicate limits and monitoring 
measures required. 

Figure 5-2 
City of Onalaska Stormwater System 

 

Source: City of Onalaska 
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Water Supply 
The City of Onalaska provides municipal water to all of the developed areas 
within the City. There are four wells in use with a total rated capacity of 
nearly 14 million gallons per day. Actual average day pumping use in 2013 
was approximately 2.4 million gallons per day. The distribution system 
consists of over 100 miles of public water mains. 

Figure 5-3 
City of Onalaska Water System 

 

A comprehensive Water System Evaluation was completed in 2013. It was 
projected that in the year 2030, with a projected population of 23,000 
residents, that an average daily demand for water would be nearly 3.1 million 
gallons of water. The projected capacity of the existing system is nearly 
sufficient to meet this demand. Only slight increases in production are 
anticipated to be needed by 2030. 
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Due to elevation changes throughout Onalaska, the water system is divided 
into multiple zones, including a Main Level Pressure Zone pressure plain and 
High Level Pressure Zones. There are several areas that have been identified 
that can be served adequately with a minimum pressure of 35 psi under 
normal operation conditions, as shown in the following Figure 5-4. 

Figure 5-4 
City of Onalaska Future Water Service Area 

Source: City of Onalaska and SEH 

The City has five water storage facilities which store approximately 3.3 
million gallons of water. This is sufficient and a recommendation was made 
in the recent water system evaluation to potentially divide an existing 
reservoir into two smaller reservoirs to avoid over-storage.  

Increased development will eventually lead to the need to construct an 
additional well in the near future. Exploratory borings have yielded water 
with high concentrations in iron and manganese in several areas of the City, 
which will likely result in the construction of a new well in close proximity 
to an existing well with proven good water quality. 
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The City has a wellhead protection program that limits land uses within close 
proximity to City wells and aquifer recharge areas. 

Water pressure is very good, with between 80 to 110 psi in low topographic 
areas near Lake Onalaska.  However, there are areas with low pressure (30 to 
50 psi) at the base of reservoirs and in areas in higher elevation 
developments, particularly near the ridges of coulees. Fire flows are 
generally very good for fire protection efforts.  

Well No. 9 recently underwent a Pilot Study to evaluate methods to improve 
water quality from this well. Improvements to Well No. 9 are anticipated in 
2015. Other items identified for future capital improvements include an 
upgrade to the Greens Coulee Booster Station, which is currently being 
evaluated.  

Water rates in Onalaska are relatively low for La Crosse County for a 
quarterly bill of 18,750 gallons, a standard of use selected by the Wisconsin 
Public Service Commission. Onalaska’s rate, however, is similar to or lower 
than neighboring communities served by water (see Figure 5-5). The City is 
planning on a rate review in the spring of 2015. 
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Figure 5-5 
La Crosse County Water Provider Rate Comparison 

 
Source: Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 

 
Solid Waste/Recycling 
The La Crosse County Landfill is the regional landfill agency that accepts 
solid waste and ash from the waste to energy incinerator. New techniques 
and technologies are allowing the capacity of this facility to be extended. 
This is a very environmentally friendly method of disposal. 

The French Island Incinerator, operated by Xcel Energy, collects refuse and 
Harter’s Quick Clean-Up provides waste collection services. In 2014, the 
City began using aautomated pickup with carts issued to each household to 
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make pick-ups more efficient. They also offer single-stream recycling that is 
separated for product to be reused. 

Parks and Recreational Areas 
The City has a variety of park and recreational opportunities for area 
residents to enjoy. In addition to maintaining parkland and equipment, the 
Parks Department provides programming for youth and adults, aquatic 
programs, park facilities and reservations, and special events. There are 27 
park sites with over 290 acres that range significantly in size and amenities 
available. The parks are generally evenly distributed according to land use 
patterns. The City has more than adequate parkland available compared to 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) standards (10 acres/1,000 
residents). 

 

 

Park Name Acres 
Mini Parks 
Coachlite Green Playground 1.4 
Elmwood Hills Playground 2.7 
Glenn Fox Park  3.8 
Hilltopper Heights Playground  2.5 
Oak Knoll Playground  0.2 
Oakwoods Playground  0.9 
Park Avenue Playground  0.3 
Parkridge Park  3.4 
Schalers Oak Park Playground #1 1.48 
Schalers Oak Park Playground #2 0.41 
Schalers Oak Park Playground #3  1.78 
Schalers Oak Park Playground #4  0.99 
Schalers Oak Park Playground #5  0.85 
Thomas Farms Playground  1.5 
State Highway 35 Waysides  4.5 
Valley Vue Park  5.1 
Wellington Greens Park  3.9 
Neighborhood Parks 
Community Park 13.3 
Holiday Heights Park 16.7 
Meier Farm Park  9.5 
Pierce Park 5.5 
Robinson Park  5.7 
Sandalwood Park  11.9 
Community Parks 
Greens Coulee Park 72.3 
Rowe Park 28.8 
Van Riper Park  40.1 
Waterfront (Great River Landing) 50.8 
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Onalaska developed the area’s first outdoor adult playground in 2014. This is 
located in Community Park on Quincy Street adjacent to the Community 
Center. The adult playground has different exercise stations that give people 
a different outdoor opportunity to be active in unique ways. This was made 
possible by a coordinated effort between the City of Onalaska and the La 
Crosse County Health Department. Partial funding was received from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preventions’ Transformation Wisconsin 
project. 

The Onalaska Aquatic Center was completed in 2005 and has seen an 
average attendance of over 30,000 annually. The facility offers facilities for 
swimmers of all ages, including a zero-depth entry, several lap lanes, slides, 
and a concession stand. 

There are several other recreational facilities within the City of Onalaska. 
The City owns and operates the Onalaska OMNICenter. This 50,000 square 
foot facility can accommodate large gatherings and meetings. There is a 
28,000 square foot arena and an indoor skating and hockey rink that is 
operated year-round. A second ice rink is added during the winter months. 

The Onalaska Community Center, located at 515 Quincy Street, hosts events 
for various gatherings, including senior citizen events. 

There are three golf courses in Onalaska. Coulee Golf and Bowl is a nine 
hole public course that consists of 80-acres. This facility recently underwent 
significant renovations. The La Crosse Country Club is located in eastern 
Onalaska and is an 18-hole private course. The Golf Club at Cedar Creek is 
an 18-hole private golf club that is open to the public. This is located east of 
Sand Lake Road north of Riders Club Road. 

Onalaska also has a modern YMCA. This facility is part of the overall La 
Crosse Area Family YMCA, located at 400 Mason Street and abuts Van 
Riper Park. This facility is open seven-days per week. This facility has also 
made extensive efforts to have fully accessible facilities, including the 
“Miracle Field,” a hard surface environment, including a baseball field that 
can accommodate wheelchairs, walkers and other mobility aids. This facility 
is scheduled for at least a $4 million addition in 2015-2016 that will 
incorporate additional rehab facilities including a pool, as well as additional 
programming space for LiveStrong, Diabetes prevention, and other programs 
and activities. 

The City developed a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan in 2010. This 
is a five-year plan and should be updated in 2015. 

 

utilities and community facilities   |   page 9 draft 
 

DRAFT



 
 
 

Figure 5-6 
City of Onalaska Points of Interest Map 

Source: City of Onalaska 

 

Telecommunication Facilities 
CenturyLink and Charter Communications provide Onalaska residents with 
local telephone service, cable television and high-speed internet access. 
Several long-distance providers offer service in the Onalaska area. 

utilities and community facilities   |   page 10 draft 
 

DRAFT



 
 
An extensive fiber optic network exists through the Onalaska area, much of 
which has been necessitated by the medical facilities in the area. This high-
tech infrastructure is anticipated to remain competitive and be upgraded 
frequently to ensure the industries located within the region are able to obtain 
the technology they need to conduct consistent business. 

Power Plants, Transmission Lines, and Electric Utilities 
The nearest power plant is the Xcel Energy plant located on French Island, 
west of Onalaska. 

The American Transmission Company has in conjunction with Xcel Energy 
has proposed to run a 345-kilovolt transmission line to alleviate electrical 
system reliability issues throughout the Midwest. There are two lines 
proposed for this line, which would be run from a substation in Holmen 
located on Briggs Road, to Dane County. The proposed southern route would 
run south along Highway 53 through the City of Onalaska to I-90 where it 
would then be routed towards Sparta. Many homes and businesses would be 
in close proximity to this proposed route. The northern route would run from 
the Briggs Road substation north and east, avoiding Onalaska. It is 
anticipated that the Public Service Commission (PSC) will make a decision 
by mid-2015 on which route the transmission line will follow. The northern 
route is the preferred route from Onalaska’s perspective due to the disruptive 
nature, expense, and new corridor acquisition required to make the southern 
route feasible. 
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Figure 5-7 
City of Onalaska ATC Proposed Southern Route 

Source: ATC and Xcel Energy via City of Onalaska 
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Xcel Energy and Riverland Energy provide electric services throughout the 
City. 

Natural Gas 
Xcel Energy provides natural gas throughout the City. 

Cemeteries 
The City of Onalaska owns and operates the Onalaska Cemetery, located on 
Main Street between Twelfth Avenue South and Thirteenth Avenue South. 
The cemetery has adequate space for the foreseeable future after recently 
purchasing additional property for future expansion. 

Law Enforcement 
The City of Onalaska Police Department is located in City Hall. The 
department has approximately 30 full-time personnel that provide 24 hour 
coverage for the City.  

Fire Department 
The Onalaska Fire Department is a combination fire department comprised 
of 11 career Firefighter EMT’s, 25 paid-on-call Firefighter EMT’s, one full-
time Chief, one full-time Assistant Chief/Fire Marshal and one part-time 
Administrative Assistant. The department proudly delivers fire and EMS 
service at the EMT/non-transport level to the residents of Onalaska, from the 
fire station located at City Hall. The department responded to over 1,400 
incidents in 2013. 

The Onalaska Fire Department provides fire protection services at Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) public protection classification rating of class 3. The 
lower the number within this insurance rating scale (1-10), the lower 
insurance rates are for each property owner. The audit conducted in 2010 
lowered (improved) the rating by two categories, and identified the need for 
an additional fire station and personnel. 

Additional services provide by the Onalaska Fire Department include 
conducting in excess of 1,800 fire inspections annually, public safety 
education programs (2,032 children and 337 adults) in 2014, water and ice 
rescue, hazardous materials at technicial level, rope, confined space rescue, 
and is highly involved in promoting the physical fitness of all firefighters. 

Growth in the eastern portion of the City may necessitate a new fire 
substation to serve expanding commercial and residential development.  

Post Office 
The City of Onalaska Post Office is located at 304 11th Avenue North.  
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Public Works Department: Streets, Stormwater, Water & 
Sanitary Sewer 
The Onalaska Public Works Department is responsible for storm water 
management, road, alley, sidewalk, lighting, street trees and street sign 
maintenance, solid waste, water, sanitary sewer and city cemetery. This 
department is located at 252 Mason Street. 

City Hall 
The City Hall is located at 415 Main Street and houses many of the 
administrative offices for City employees. This 59,000 square foot facility 
was completed in 2000. 

The City operates on a full-time mayoral form of government. The Mayor is 
elected every four years. Six alderpersons from three aldermanic districts are 
elected for two year terms on a staggered basis – one alderman position 
from each district is elected each year. 

Coulee Region Joint Municipal Court 
The Coulee Region Joint Municipal Court processes ordinance and traffic 
citations issued by the Police Departments of Onalaska as well as the 
Villages of Bangor, Holmen, West Salem, and the Towns of Campbell, 
Rockland and Shelby. This is operated out of the Onalaska City Hall. 

Medical/Health Care Facilities 
Two large regional medical centers have facilities in Onalaska – Gundersen 
Health System and Mayo Clinic Health System – Franciscan Healthcare. 
Each also has a large hospital and clinic in La Crosse. Mayo Clinic Health 
System recently acquired a 187 parcel of land on the east side of Sand Lake 
Road. While plans have not been made public, hints at expanding their health 
care practice in Onalaska have been rumored. 

Several chiropractors, massage therapists, dental clinics and 
ophthalmologists have practices in the City as well. 

Gundersen Health System is ranked 
among Healthgrade America’s 50 Best 

Hospitals – placing it in the top 1 
percent in the nation. They also 
received the 2014 Healthgrades 
Distinguished Hospital Award for 

Clinical Excellence – 1 of only 260 
hospitals to receive this award. 

 
Mayo Clinic Health System extensively 

collaborates with Mayo Clinic which 
has been recognized as the best 

hospital in the US for 2014-2015 by 
U.S. News and World Report. 
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Library 
The City of Onalaska is served by the Onalaska Public Library. This branch 
is part of the La Crosse County Library system, which also has facilities in 
Bangor, Campbell, Holmen and West Salem.  

Constructed in 1989 and expanded in 2009, the Onalaska Public Library has 
approximately 20,000 square feet. It is open six days per week (closed on 
Sundays). The library offers internet access, books, magazines, newspapers, 
videos, CD’s, DVD’s and books on tape. The Onalaska Historical Museum is 
also located in this facility.  

 
Schools 
The City of Onalaska is served by a wide assortment of educational facilities 
at the elementary, primary, secondary, vocational and postsecondary levels. 
In addition, some facilities offer preschool, kindergarten, special education, 
religious, business, industrial, trade and vocational training. The Onalaska 
School District has a student population of 3,046. This makes the district the 
73rd largest in the State in terms of size. The Holmen School District has a 
student enrollment of 3,898, making the district 49th largest in the State. 
School district performance measurements are presented in the Issues and 
Opportunities Element.  Please refer to the Issues and Opportunities Element 
for this information. 

Table 5-1 
Onalaska and Holmen School District Size - 2014 

State Rank 
(out of 449) District County Enrollment 

73 Onalaska La Crosse 3,046 
49 Holmen La Crosse 3,898 

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
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Figure 5-8 
School District Boundary Map - 2014 

Source: City of Onalaska  

Several adult education centers offer higher education and continuing 
education classes and programs are located in close proximity to Onalaska. A 
branch of Globe University is also located in Onalaska. Other nearby 
colleges in La Crosse include the Western Wisconsin Technical College, as 
well as the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse and Viterbo University. 
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Private Schools 
As of 2014, the City has three private schools (St. Patrick’s, St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran, and Luther High School) serving students that would 
otherwise attend the Onalaska Public School District with a combined 
student population of 674. Local communities do not get involved with the 
planning and administration of these schools, other than typically playing a 
regulatory role.   

Senior Care Facilities 
The City of Onalaska is served by numerous senior care facilities. 
Community-based residential facilities typically offer room and board and 
basic nursing care. Adult family home facilities provide similar services to 
community-based residential facilities, but can only serve up to four adults at 
one time. A nursing home is a place where five or more unrelated peoples 
receive care or treatment, and require 24-hour nursing services due to a 
mental or physical condition. Residential Care Apartment Complexes are 
independent apartment units where individuals needing up to 28 hours per 
week of supportive care, personal care or nursing services can reside.  

“Smaller communities must 
scramble to generate the 

necessary tax revenue from 
businesses and residents 

when the population rises, 
because an increase in 

households results in 
congested roadways, crowded 

public schools, and strained 
water and sewer 

infrastructures. Improving all 
these services - building new 

roads and schools, laying new 
pipes, higher more fire and 
police personnel – requires 

significant investment. For this 
reason, cities, Cities, towns, 

and counties must anticipate 
future population growth and 
plan accordingly so that the 

systems don’t all require costly 
upgrades simultaneously.” 

- McKnight Foundation, 
re:focus:  Making Choices for 

Future Generations. 
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Table 5-2 
Onalaska Licensed Senior Care Facilities - 2014 

Facility Type Name Address Capacity 

Community Based 
Residential Facility 

Sterling House of Onalaska 949 10th Avenue 20 
Meadows at Springbrook 861 Critter Court 39* 
Eagle Crest Memory Care 351 Mason Street 20 

Adult Family Homes 

Cliffview 1422 Cliffview Avenue 4 
REM Wisconsin III Inc - Emerald Drive B 3722 Emerald Drive 4 

Westview Circle 1028 Westview Circle Drive 4 
Aurora Residential Alternatives Inc #107 N4966 Stuhr Court 4 

Tidal Wave N5005 Hurricane Court 4 

Knapp Birka Lane AFH 1537 Birka Lane 4 
Coulee Care Main Street 1106 Main Street 4 

Chrishaven Onalaska North 737 10th Avenue North 4 
Holtan House Residential Services 2149 Abbey Road 4 

Hurricane N5009 Hurricane Court 4 

Chrishaven II (South) 1308 10th Avenue 4 
Chrishaven II (North) 1310 10th Avenue 4 

REM - Kristy Lane 1038/1040 Kristy Lane 4 
Creative Community Living Services Inc. 837 Main Street 4 

Chrishaven Onalaska South 735 10th Avenue North 4 

REM Wisconsin III Inc - Emerald Drive A 3724 Emerald Drive 4 
Creative Community Living Services Inc. N5412 Circle Drive W 3 

Aurora Residential Alternatives Inc #104 411 6th Avenue N 4 
Adult Day Care Coulee Region Adult Day Care Center 1062 Oak Forest Drive 50 
Nursing Home Onalaska Care Center 1600 Main Street 104 
Personal Care 

Agency Lori Knapp Inc. Onalaska 816 2nd Avenue South N/A 

Residential Care 
Apartment 
Complexes 

Eagle Crest Senior Living Community 351 Mason Street 70 
Springbrook Community Assisted Living Inc. 861 Critter Court 61* 

Laurel Manor 108 17th Avenue South 12 
Eagle Crest Assisted Living 351 Mason Street 42 

*Reflects number currently under construction. 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 

 

The City has approximately 2,600 residents aged 65 and over, with senior 
living capacity of approximately 489. 
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Child Care Facilities 
There are 35 licensed childcare providers in Onalaska. Group facilities have 
capacities of over nine children, while family facilities can have up to eight 
children at a time. 

Table 5-3 
Onalaska Licensed Child Care Facilities - 2014 

Facility Type Name Address Capacity 

Group 

Children's Tree House 1052 Oak Forest Dr 104 
YMCA Child Care Center 400 Mason St 100 

Little Minds Learning Center 2531 E Main St 90 
Christian Chapel Day Care Center 1415 Well St 73 

YMCA School Age - Eagle Bluff 200 Eagle Bluff Ct 72 

Red Balloon Onalaska 573 Braund St 68 
Childfirst - Onalaska 1828 E Main St 65 

YMCA School Age - Northern Hills 511 Spruce St 64 

YMCA School Age - Pertzsch 524 Main St 60 
Wiggles and Giggles Preschool and Childcare 2703 Sand Lake Rd 50 

Gentle Lambs Childcare Center 3340 S Kinney Coulee Rd 50 
Joy's Day Care 1457 Oak Forest Dr 50 

Education Station 903 Riders Club Rd 40 

The Creative Child 310 Main St 40 
First Lutheran Preschool 410 Main St 29 

Midway's Lil Peanuts W7052 2Nd St 19 
Life's Little Blessings 3005 State Road 35 15 

Family 

Lil' Loons Childcare 314 6Th Ave N 8 
Julie's Daycare N4650 Crestwood Ln 8 

Tammy's Day Care 310 2Nd Ave S 8 
Tammy's Tiny Treasures 314 3Rd Ave S 8 
Time to Care Day Care 1036 La Crosse St 8 

Viv's ABC Kind Care 210 5Th Ave S 8 
Old Schoolhouse Child Care N6051 Filler Ct 8 

Diane Utecht N6060 Prairie Dr 6 
Wendy Thorson 804 Park Ave 6 

Carrie Marx 2102 Esther Dr 6 
Heather Stapleton 403 7Th Ave N 6 

Jill Wojta 1026 Pierce St 6 
Ju Ju B's W8315 Homestead Pl 6 

Kelly Rice W6921 Walden Pl 6 
Lacey Baum 1411 Hickory St 6 

Rebecca Rundle 622 Troy St 6 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
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There is a current child-care capacity of roughly 2,200, while the City has 
approximately 2,600 children under the age of 9. 

Places of Worship 
There are several Churches of various denominations within the City of 
Onalaska. The following is a listing of churches and their addresses. 

 

Table 5-4 
Onalaska Places of Worship 

Place of Worship Address 
Cathedral of Praise 3340 S. Kinney Coulee Road 

Christ is Lord Lutheran Church 1269 CTH PH 
Christ is The King Lutheran Church 2703 Sand Lake Road 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 701 Well Street 
Cornerstone Community Church 130 5th Avenue North 

First Lutheran Church 116 5th Avenue South 
First Free Church 123 Mason Street 

Hope Christian Reformed Church 754 10th Avenue North 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses 3059 Medco Court 

New Hope Fellowship 420 2nd Avenue South 
Onalaska Christian Chapel, Church of Christ 1415 Well Street 

Onalaska Community Church of the Nazarene 1231 East Avenue North 
Onalaska United Methodist Church 212 4th Avenue North 

Sand Lake Wesleyan Church N5761 Sand Lake Road 
Shephard of the Hills Lutheran Church 1215 Redwood Street 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, CLC 112 9th Avenue North 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 1030 Main Street 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, WELS 1201 Main Street 
Source: City of Onalaska 

 
 

 
5.2  Assessment of Future Needs 
Much of the infrastructure and services provided to City residents has 
adequate capacity. However, with the projected population growth, the water 
and sanitary systems use will need to expand. Expansion of the water system 
has been studied in depth and minimal expansion efforts are needed for water 
production. As more water is being produced, it will be critical to monitor 
water quality. It will be important to continue to monitor developments and 
their impact to the pressure zones. 

The City will need to work closely with the La Crosse and Holmen 
wastewater system operators to ensure adequate capacity for increased 
development is maintained. The current contract runs through 2016 and will 
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have to be renewed or renegotiated soon. With the projected growth and 
related increases in stormwater runoff, additional stormwater utility features 
will be needed such as permeable paving, vegetative green roofs and 
stormwater recycling and reuse. 

In general, the public facilities around the City are in good condition. City 
Hall houses the administrative offices for the City and is a modern building. 
The Public Works Department also has a newer maintenance and storage 
facility that is heavily used. 

The City has been proactive in expanding its municipal boundaries. As the 
boundaries continue to expand, careful review must be taken to ensure that 
new development areas can adequately be served by utilities, emergency 
services and transportation networks. In particular, the Fire Department may 
need to develop an additional facility closer to the newer developments to 
ensure the City’s ISO rating remains low. Additional population will also 
likely necessitate an increase to the Police Department, as a greater 
population will be demanding immediate responses for emergencies. 

The City is facing an important challenge currently with a proposed high-
voltage line being routed through the City. This will be an ongoing issue for 
another year until a final decision is made. If the decision to route the power 
line through the City is made, there will have to be significant ongoing 
communications with utility to providers to ensure this is constructed in the 
least disruptive way possible. The City will continue to generally support the 
development of the northern line that avoids the City of Onalaska. 

Working cooperatively with other public and private providers is encouraged 
to ensure residents’ needs and demands are being met in an effective and 
efficient manner.  
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5.3  Utilities and Community Facilities Goals, 
Objectives and Policies 
Goal 1:  Coordinate the location of public utilities and 

facilities with projected growth and development 
patterns. 

 
Objectives 

 
a. By coordinating community facilities and 

services planning with land use and 
transportation planning to efficiently utilize 
available land. 
 
 

b. By ensuring that park and recreation facilities are 
planned on a neighborhood, community and City-
wide basis as related parts of a unified, well-balanced 
system to provide maximum opportunities for all 
residents.  
 

Goal 2:  Provide efficient and/or cost-effective utilities and community 
facilities. 

 
Objectives 
 
a. By directing new development to areas that can be 

efficiently and economically served by existing or 
planned City streets, sanitary sewers, public water 
mains, stormwater management facilities, life and 
safety services. 

 
b. By continuing to require new development to pay 

the cost of municipal services, so that the existing 
taxpayers are not burdened with inequitable taxes or 
service costs. 

 
c. By continuing to work with La Crosse County, the 

City of La Crosse, the Village of Holmen, the Town 
of Onalaska and other municipalities to identify joint 
services and facilities where consolidating, 
coordinating or sharing services or facilities will 
result in better services and/or cost savings for 
Onalaska residents. 
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d.     By working with utility providers to promote energy conservation 

practices. 
 
e.     By continuing to support the strong interrelationship 

with the school district in cooperative use of facilities. 
 
f.     By promoting the highest and most efficient 

levels of police, fire and first responder services 
for the City. 

 
Goal 3:  Avoid environmentally sensitive areas when extending 

and constructing utilities and community facilities. 
Objectives 
 
a. Comply with City’s Sanitary Sewer Service Agreement 

requirements. 
 

 
Goal 4:    Continue to provide services and facilities necessary to 

improve the quality of life of Onalaska's residents, 
property owners, businesses and visitors. 

 
Objectives 
 
a. By maintaining and improving sewer and water system 

infrastructure through continued identification of 
deficiencies and planned infrastructure enhancement, 
maintenance and rehabilitation. 
 

b. By creating and maintaining attractive parks and open 
spaces that can be used as public gathering spaces 
throughout the community. 

 
c. Implement the Great River Landing planning 

recommendations. 
 

d. By involving the public in facility and utility expansion 
decisions, when possible, by asking for public 
comments and placing citizens on appropriate boards. 

 
 

Goal 5: Continue to establish, administer and maintain a 
community-wide park and recreation system that 
provides high quality facilities to fulfill the 
expanding needs and expressed desires of the 
community. 
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Objectives 
 
 
a. By promoting the multiple use of facilities in design and 

development, such as developing school/park 
combinations and community centers/recreation spaces. 

 
b. By using pedestrian and bicycle facilities to connect parks and 

open spaces. 
 

c. By ensuring that land accepted in dedication either be set 
aside for preservation or accepted only after size, access, 
buffering and site design are demonstrated as suitable 
for development. 

 
d. By establishing acquisition priorities for needed outdoor 

recreation facilities based on accepted standards, 
identified existing and future needs, current park 
distribution throughout the community and land 
development patterns. 

 
e. By coordinating with school districts, public agencies, 

private groups and civic organizations to jointly offer 
community-wide recreational opportunities. 

 
f. By continuing to devote resources to first maintain and 

improve existing park and recreation areas and then to 
develop any new parks and recreation areas. 

 
 

POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Parks and Recreation 
 
1) Continue to collect parkland fees or require parkland 

dedication or trail rights-of- way for all new 
developments.  Wo rk  wi th  pa rk  a nd  rec re at io n  
dep artm ent  to  e nsu re  a deq uate  s ta f f in g  i s  
av a i l ab le  fo r  m ai nten ance .  

 
2) Staff should regularly evaluate park and recreation 

sources (programs, facilities and operations) to ensure 
that community needs are being met.   

 
3) Parks should be designed with multiple access points 

from the surrounding neighborhoods and should be 
accessible by various modes of transportation. 
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4) To the extent possible, park facilities should be designed 

to meet the needs of all City residents, including the 
elderly, disabled, economically disadvantaged and pre-
school age children. Because of the City's unique 
topography, this may not always be possible. Park 
facilities can be funded through impact fees, open space 
grants, subdivision dedications, user fees and general 
funds. 

 
5) Continue to update and consult the City of Onalaska’s 

Park and Recreat ion Plan when making park 
development and maintenance decisions. 

 
Public Facilities 
6) Maintain or improve the City’s ISO rating (currently 3). 
 
7) The City staff or board and the Onalaska and Holmen 

School Districts' staff or boards should meet jointly at least 
annually to plan education improvements.   The City and 
school districts should work together to encourage siting, 
renovation and expansion of school facilities in areas that 
are best equipped to accommodate growth, as identified 
on the Future Land Use Map.  School boundaries should 
be defined so as not to overcrowd any schools, if possible, 
and transportation should be coordinated so that schools 
are easily accessible by the neighborhoods they serve. 

 
8) When reviewing subdivision applications, allow the 

Onalaska and Holmen School Districts to comment on the 
impacts of the new development on the Districts' capacity 
to provide education services, facilities and bus routes to 
those developments. 

 
9) Evaluate the need for a future library expansion. When 

appropriate, conduct a space needs study to determine if 
expansion or relocation is appropriate. 

 
 

Utilities 
10) The City should approve proposals for annexation into 

the City of Onalaska only when meeting the following 
utilities and community facilities criteria, or if other 
important community goals are met: 
 
• The area proposed for annexation has access to or 
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can be easily connected to areas already served by 
the City, thereby allowing efficient delivery of 
services, facilities and utilities. 
 

• The annexation is in an area designated for growth 
on the City's Future Land Use Map. 

 
• All public improvements, both off-site and on-site, 

necessary to serve the annexation area can be 
constructed and financed in accordance with City 
standards and policies, and with goals and objectives 
within this plan. 

• The annexation area can be developed in a timely 
manner so the City does not invest in 
development costs without the timely return of 
necessary fees and taxes. 
 

• The increased tax base and overall benefit to the City 
of approving the annexation outweigh the actual 
financial impact on the community for providing 
police, fire, road maintenance and other public 
improvements and services to the annexation area. 

 
11) Ensure utilities are well maintained and functional. 
 
12) Extend and upgrade public utilities (public water, sanitary 

and storm sewer) to logical infill areas as an incentive to 
encourage growth at appropriate locations in 
compliance with this plan. 

 
13) Onalaska shall not extend its sanitary sewer and 

municipal water lines to development that is not located 
within the City boundaries unless appropriate 
compensation is provided. 

 
14) Refer to Onalaska's Comprehensive Plan on an annual 

basis when updating the Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

Efficiency/Cost Effectiveness 
 
15)    Continue to seek federal, state, private and local funding 

for parks and greenways and utility and facility 
improvements, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF),  
Community Development Block Grants  (CDBG), Special 
Assessments and Impact Fees. Review City policies and 
update if needed on a bi-annual basis. 

 

utilities and community facilities   |   page 26 draft 
 

DRAFT



 
 
16)    Continue to require developers to pay all development 

costs and to install streets and utilities in new 
developments.  The Plan Commission may waive this 
provision if the developer meets other significant City 
goals. 

 
17)    Adequately maintain existing facilities.  The City should 

budget sufficient funds in its Capital Improvements Plan 
to perform major and preventive maintenance of 
existing facilities.  In general, the City should not acquire 
or construct major new capital facilities unless the 
appropriation for the maintenance of existing facilities 
is secured and the City can reasonably expect to 
maintain both facilities. 

 
18)    Require fiscal impact analyses of all major capital 

projects considered for funding. Such analyses should 
include, but not be limited to one-time capital costs, 
life- cycle operating and maintenance costs, revenues 
from the project and costs of not doing the project. 
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Permormance
Company # of shirts Unit Price Total
CPC Printing & Promotions 120 $8.98 $1,077.60
BB Graphics 120 $9.00 $1,080.00
Games People Play 120 $5.50 $660.00

Tshirts
Company # of shirts Unit Price Total
CPC Printing & Promotions 917 $9.97 $9,142.49
BB Graphics 917 $4.00 $3,668.00
Games People Play 917 $5.25 $4,814.25

City of Onalaska Park and Rec 
2015 Youth T-shirt Printing 

















$1,663

$8,728

$1,220

$11,611

$1,865

$7,897

$3,720

$13,482

Northern Hills 

$982

Sub total $5,472

Irving Pertzsch

$982

$1,220

Sub total $2,202

General Contractor to install $4,892

Power Connection 

Northern Hills 

Irving Pertzsch 

Volleyball Equipment  (2 sets) 

Motorized divider curtain

Keypad Control Option 

Volleyball equipment (2 sets)

Northern Hills total 

City of Onalaska Park and Recreation Department 

February 2015

Onalaska school District & City Partnership 

Items not included 

Keypad Control Option 

Power Connection 

Proposed Items total 

$25,093

Items not included total 

$12,566

Irving Pertzsch total 

Motorized divider curtain 

Painting additional cross court lines & inserts 

Bleacher Modifications two sections, extra 

isle, center doors $4,490
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