CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE
COMMITTEE/BOARD: Parks & Recreation Board
DATE OF MEETING:  July 27, 2015 (Monday)
PLACE OF MEETING: 415 Main St. (City Hall - Room 112)
TIME OF MEETING:  5:15 P.M.
PURPOSE OF MEETING

1. Call to Order and rol! call.
2. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting,
3. Public Input (Limited to 3 minutes/individual)

Consideration and possible action on the following items:

4. Authorize Clearwater Farms to use adjacent City property as pasture area for their animals.
5. Request from Tornado Youth Hockeyrto waive meeting room rental fee at the Omni Cénter
6. Approve Omni Center flooring for banquet rooms 3 & 4 and hallway between the arenas

7. Presentation of Park and Recreation 2016 Bﬁdget

8. - Update on Omni Center Chiller Replacement project
9. Report from Onalaska Eﬁhancement Foundation

10. Report from Great River Landing Committee

11. Director’s Report
a. Parks Update
b. Recreation Update
c. Agquatic Center Update
d. Omni Center Update

Adjournment

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the Board may attend
this meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility.

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby
noticed as such, even though it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting.

NOTICES MAILED TO: : ‘
Mayor Joe Chilsen *Gretchen Newhouse
*Ald. Jim Binash *Andrea Benco
Ald. Jim Olson *Brian Udermann
Ald. Jim Bialecki *Victor Hill — Vice Chair
Ald. Barry Blomquist *Andrea Vogler
Ald. Harvey Bertrand : *Sue Peterson - Chair
Ald. Bob Muth
City Attorney Dept Heads

La Crosse Tribune Charter Com.

Onalaska Community Life

WIZM WKTY WLXR WKBH

WLSU WKBT WXOW - Onalaska Public Library

*Committee Members
Notices Posted and Mailed: 07/23/15

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilitics Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide reasonable accommodations to
qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to public meetings provided notification is given to the City Clerk within
seventy-two (72) hours prior to the public meeting and that the requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City.
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Gm ° I l Frank Collas <frcollas@gmail.com>
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Fw: Clearwater requests

1

Shari Collas <slcollas@yahoo.com>

message

Thu, Jun 25, 2015 at 12:54 PM

To: Frank <frcollas@gmail.com>

Can u make 3 copies of this?

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
From:"Wick, Dan" <dwick@cityofonalaska.com>
Date:Wed, Jun 24, 2015 at 11:15 AM
Subject:Clearwater requests

Shari,

The Park and Rec Board discussed your request at our meeting this past Monday night. Below are the items
the Park Board would like to see in a proposal prior to making a decision.

o Summary of the proposed use of City land.
e  Number & type of animals proposed to be grazing.
e  Map with location of the request identified.

e Map identifying where any fencing would be located. Also identify the type and height of proposed
fencing (either with fencing images and/or narrative).

¢  Who would be responsible for the maintenance of the fence

e Map identifying where storm water is currently draining and description of how the proposed use may
impact adjacent waterways and/or wetlands, and if any grassy buffers are proposed to remain.

e  Will the land being used/leased by Clearwater remain open to the public? If so what types of conflicts
may arise (i.e., human/animal interactions) and how can they be prevented?

s  Copy of Clearwater Farms Liability Insurance, and would they have the ability to name the City additional
insured.

It you have any questions please let me know.

Dan

Daniel D. Wick

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?2ui=2&ik=3cd 1204f2d&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14e... 6/25/2015



" Park and Rec Board....Responses to questions and concerns

1. The adjacent parcel south of Clearwater Farm shall be used as pasture and
grazing for the Clearwater Farm animals. This will benefit the animals by
providing additional green grass to eat. The city will benefit as well by not
having to maintain the parcel and will prevent the land from becoming
overgrown and weed ridden as it currently stands. Attached are pictures of
the current state of this parcel and the three foot thistle plants that plague
the neighborhood.

2. Animals grazing would consist of donkeys, horses or goats, limited to 2 -4
at a time. Grazing would occur only when there is an abundance of grass to
be eaten. Animals will be taken to the fenced area and removed by
nightfall. The fenced area will be cleaned twice daily when in use by the
Clearwater Farm animal team. Our animals do not get fed any other feed or
grain. Their diet is strictly grass or hay that is baled by Gary Humfeld, owner
of the farm across the street.

3. Fencing would be installed and maintained by Clearwater Farm. Fencing
would be 4 ft. tall and be consistent with the fencing pictured.

4. Fenced area would not be open to the public when animals are present.
Gate leading to the area would be padiocked like all our fenced areas. Iif
access is needed for city use, gates will be opened and keys provided to the
city. The land bordering the fenced area would be accessible for animal
viewing. This border area is several feet wide and quite a distance between
the handicap blacktop path and the proposed fencing. There have been no
accidents or injuries on Clearwater Farm property since its inception 16
years ago. Signage would be discussed concerning no admittance to the
fenced area.

5. No change in storm water drainage is expected. The east side of the farm is
currently marsh anf provides a buffer and filter for drainage. Fields will be
cleaned daily and grassy barriers around fences will remain the same.

6. Copy of Clearwater Farm insurance is attached and the City of Onalaska
may be added as additional insured.



i

L% SECURA INSURANCE, A Mutual Company
S E C U RA P. 0. BOX 819 APPLETON, W1 54912-0819
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

RENEWAL DECLARATION

POLICY NO. 20-CP-003218254-5/000
RENEWAL OF 20-CP-003218254—4 ]

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 00007284784

NAMED INSURED AND MAILING ADDRESS AGENCY AND MATLING ADDRESS 484189 01
CLEARWATER FARM

CLEARWATER FARM FOUNDATION INC DRA MERITRUST INS GRP LLC

760 GREEN COULEE RD 1523 ROSE ST #1

ONALASKA WI 54650 LA CROSSE WI 54603

POLICY PERIOD:  From 02/06/2015 to 02/06/2016 AT 12:01 A.M. STANDARD TIME AT YOUR BAILING ADDRESS SHOWN ABOVE,
ATTACH THIS RENEWAL DECLARATION TO YOUR POLICY,

LIMITS OF INSURANCE

GENERAL AGGREGATE $ 1,000,000
PRODUCTS -COMPLETED OPERATIONS AGGREGATE $ 1,000,000
PERSONAL INJURY & ADVERTISING INJURY $ 1,000,000
EACH OCCURRENCE $ 1,000,000

DAMAGE TO PREMISES RENTED TC YOU $ 100,000 ANY ONE PREMISES
MEDICAL EXPENSE $ EXCLUDED ANY ONE PERSON

PROPERTY DAMAGE DEDUCTIBLE: See Manuscript Forms- .
!

STATE-1

LOCATION OF ALL PREMISES YOU OWN, RENT OR OCCUPY:
Loc #  1: 760 GREEN COULEE RD, ONALASKA WI 54650

PMS PDTS
LOC CLASSIFICATION - CODE PREMIUM BASIS RATE RATE
% I00S ~ NOT-FOR-PROFIT ONLY 49903 EACH 1 336.893 INCL
PRODUCTS-COMPLETED OPERATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL AGGREGATE LINIT
1 HALLS ~ NOT-FOR-PROFIT ONLY 46277 AREA 3,500 69,900 INCL
PRODUCTS-COMPLETED OPERATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL AGGREGATE LIMIT
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GLV_I I ' Frank Collas <frcollas@gmail.com>

byt WK \:Q_[\'
Fw: Field South of Clearwater Farms
1 message

Shari Collas <slcollas@yahoo.com> Tue, Jul 7, 2015 at 2:36 PM
To: Frank <frcollas@gmail.com>

Two copies please ‘K‘\ .l - Q \y(
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android U\&O\/L \

From:"Andy Speropulos" <Andy@tristatesound.com>
Date:Tue, Jul 7, 2015 at 2:16 PM
Subject:Field South of Clearwater Farms

To whom it may concern,

The Onalaska Jaycees have been using the field south of Clearwater Farms for the use of parking
for some time now. | believe it was Mr. Bialecki who gave us the opportunity to use it. However, in the past
few years the field has become more problematic because of the nature of the field. During the month of
October for the past 3-4 years it has been very wet and unusable. We've had to push multiple vehicles out of
the field due to them being stuck, which creates a hazard for us and the public. Last year, we opted to use
street parking along Green Coulee Road and adjacent streets, and found parking to be a lot easier on us and
to haunted house goers. As you can imagine a family getting out of their vehicle, and walking through mud
does not make for a positive experience. We hope to continue our stay at Clearwater Farms and continue our
annual food drive to benefit the Onalaska Food Shelter that is desperately in need during the month of
October.

Thank you,
Andy Speropulos

Onalaska Jaycees

Membership VP

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=3cd1204f2d&view=pt&search=inbox&th=14¢6... 7/7/2015
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At Freshkills Park, Borrowing Goats to Tackle a Weed Problem - The New York Times Page 1 of 3

Elye Netw Pork Bimes  http:/myti ms/ikQtizs
N.Y./ REGION

To Tackle an Invasive Weed, Bringing In the
Hooved Pros

By LISAW. FODERARO JUNE 21, 2012

On a sweltering afternoon on Staten Island, the New York City parks department
unveiled its latest weapon in the war on phragmites, an invasive weed that chokes
the shoreline: goats. Twenty Anglo-Nubians, to be exact. With names like Mozart,
Haydn and Van Goat, and with floppy ears and plaintive bleats, they did not seem
fearsome. But on Thursday they were already munching inexorably through the long
pale leaves in the first phase of a wetland restoration at what will soon be Freshkills
Park.

Known for their unending, indiscriminate appetites, the goats are being rented
by the city for the next six weeks from a farmer in the Hudson Valley. Parks officials
are counting on the goats to clear the phragmites across two acres of wetlands that
will eventually be cultivated with native grasses like spartina and black needle rush.
The hope is that the goats will weaken the phragmites, setting the stage for another
series of assaults on their stubborn rhizomes — applying herbicide, scarifying the
earth and laying down sand.

In the short term, the goats are part of an unusual experiment to eradicate the
pesky reeds, which were introduced from Europe in the late 19th century and which,
once rooted, are almost impossible to eliminate. They have fueled brush fires across
the region and pushed out other species along the East Coast.

But the farm animals are also being tested for their lawn-mowing prowess,
especially at Freshkills Park, which is in transition from its former life as the world’s

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/22/nyregion/at-freshkills-park-borrowing-goats-to-tackle-a-weed... 7/8/2015



Al Freshkills Park, Borrowing Goats to Tackle a Weed Problem - The New York Times Page 2 of 3

largest landfill to its future one — as the largest park to be developed in New York
City in more than a century.

“We want to introduce the idea of using goats to help in vegetation
management,” Eloise L. Hirsh, the administrator of the park, said. “The sanitation
department mows us once a year. But this is 2,200 acres. We need help.”

The goats are perhaps the most vivid example of the lengths to which the city is
going to turn a symbol of environmental degradation into one of ecological
redemption. As Freshkills Park is developed in phases over the next three decades, it
will be a laboratory for green practices; there are plans for composting toilets, green
roofs, rain gardens and a native seed farm.

The official opening of the park is two or three years off, though it is open
periodically for tours. Three of the four giant mounds formed by garbage are now
capped, and the parks department will soon solicit bids on the first stage of
development — 21 acres with walking paths and a bird observation tower
overlooking the wetlands. Already, the landscape looks impossibly bucolic, with
dragonflies and swallows darting amid lanky grasses and the occasional tree.

The goats only add to the pastoral image. On Thursday, Beethoven, with long
white ears and a black body, and Van Goat, sporting a black stripe down his chestnut
back, were contentedly exploring their new territory, plunging their mouths into
dense stands of phragmites. Others trotted down to the shore of Main Creek, a
tributary of the Fresh Kill. (In yet another act of environmental rectitude, parks
workers will soon arrange logs made of coconut fiber along the banks to attract
mussels, which prevent erosion.)

“The first test was to see if they would eat the phragmites, and they’re eating it,
so they passed,” said Terry Doss, an ecologist with Biohabitats, a company
specializing in ecological restoration that is advising the parks department.

The city received a grant of $350,000 from the state for the wetlands project.
(The cost of renting the goats from Larry Cihanek of Rhinebeck, N.Y., is $20,625 for
the six weeks.) If the goats prove successful, Freshkills Park may one day have a
permanent herd. “It’s exciting to be able to replace what would be a carbon-polluting

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/22/nyregion/at-freshkills-park-borrowing-goats-to-tackle-a-weed...  7/8/2015
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